eo = * 


a 


1e 


of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


92p Coneress, 2p Session. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28. 1853 


New Serres....No. 58. 





nd session of the Thirty second Congress, $56,194, the 
aan ' having been executed and to be executed by the Pub 
;. Printer under the provisions of an act entitled “An act 
oe executing the pablic printing and establishing the price 
thereof and other purposes.”’ 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair calls the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Alabama, to the fact, 
shat if he has an amendment from the Committee 
yn Ways and Means to the last clause of the Sen- 
ate’s amendment, now is the time to offer it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. I wish to call the 
sttention of the committee to an amendment rec- 
ommended by the Committee on Ways and Means 
«. the following clause of the Senate’s amend- 
ment: 

“Por clerks of President of the Senate and committees, 
jaughtsiman, fireman in crypt, and other miscellaneous 

a, $36,600.” 

Phe estimate of the Secretary of the Senate for 
that item was $20,000. He was called on, how- 
ever, by a resolution of the Senate, or in some 
other way, to make an estimate of an amount 
which would cover the extra compensation usually 

‘ted at the end of each session of Congress to the 
lerks, messengers, &c., employed by the Senate. 
le then estimated $16,600, making the item 
436.600 instead of $20,000—816,600 being in- 
tended to pay the extra compensation. The Com- 
mitteeon Ways and Means recommend an amend- 
ment in that clause, to strike out ‘* $36,600,’ and 
insert ‘* $20,000,’’ so as to bring the question up 
for the House to decide whether this practice of 
extra compensation shail continue or not. If we 
leave the clause as it now stands, the officers of 
the Senate will get extra compensation, and the 
officers of the House will get none. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Before the 
question Is put on the motion to strike out, will it 
be in order to move an amendment to the section? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 
The motion is to strike out and insert, and that is 
not divisible. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, sir, before the ques- 
tion is put on the motion to strike out and insert, 
I desire to know whether it is in order to move to 
add something to the clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, if the motion of the 
gentleman from Alabama prevails, will it then be 
in order to move to add to the clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will not be in order to 
add anything that conflicts with the amendment 
of the gentleman from Alabama. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Houstron’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now olfer the amendment 
which was read just now. 

The amendment will be found above. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not quite understand that 
amendment, and perhaps the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means can explain it in 
avery few words. The law as it now stands 
makes a perpetual appropriation for the public 
printing to the amount of the drafts of the super- 
intendent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have buta word to say 
in reply to the question of the gentleman from 
New York. It is true that the head of one of the 
Departments has given a construction to the law 
of last session, in relation to the public printing, 
by which he determines that it made a perpetual 
appropriation. The Committee on Ways and 
Means, however, upon an examination of that 
law, with a disposition not to give it that construc- 
tion unless they were forced to do so, have deter- 
mined that it is the safest, wisest, and best policy 
for Congress to make an appropriation of the 
amount necessary for the printing, every year, so 
that the appropriations for that purpose shall come 


before Congress for action and revision every ses- 
sion. 


Mr. HAVEN. Then I would inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means 
if these appropriations cover the whole amountthat 
has been drawn for up to this time? 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘These appropriations, I un- 


derstand, are in pursuance of the estimates of the 
‘ : . . . . 
Superintendent of Public Printing. The Commit- 
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tee on Ways and Means, preferring that the law 
should be so construed as to keep these appropri- 
ations under the control of Congress, asked the 
Superintendent to estimate for all that would be 
necessary for the next year. 

Mr. HAVEN. I am satisfied with the gentle- 
man’s explanation, and think myself that the 
amendment had better be adopted, so as to keep 
the matter under the control of Congress. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate as amended, it was put, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
was concurred in. 


The tenth amendment of the Senate was then 
read, as follows: 

** For clerk hire at the legation of the United States at 
London for one year, $800; and that there be allowed and 
paid to Captain Hiram B. Bangs, master of the American 
bark Rienza, or to his assignee, the sum of S508, being the 
amount contracted to be paid to him by the American consul 
at Gibraltar, for transporting to the United States nineteeu 
prisoners, captured in Cuba and carried to Spain, who 
were not American citizens, subject to any deduction that 
may be proper for any advances on account of such trans 
portation that may have been made to him by said consul ; 
and that there be allowed and paid to Horatio I. Sprague, 
consul as aforesaid, the sum of $533 34, with interest thereon 
from the 19th April, 1852, being for expensesincurred by him 
in taking care of and providing for said prisoners, ungler the 
direction of the American Minister at Madrid. ‘The foregoing 
respective sums to be paid out of the appropriations formerly 
made for bringing American citizens, prisoners in Spain, to 
the United States; and if there be not a sufficiency thereof 
unexpended, then any additional amount necessary is here 
by appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other 
Wise appropriated.”? 

Mr. BROOKS. I move pro forma, to strike out 
all after ** $800,’’ in the second line of that amend- 
ment. 

‘The Committee on Ways and Means have pre- 
pared an amendment to that amendment, but the 
chairman has not got it at hand at this moment. 
[ am unwilling to sanction the principle involved 
in that portion of the amendment which I have 
moved to strike out. We have already provided 
for bringing back the Americans who were en- 
gaged in that expedition to Cuba, and this is to 
provide for bringing back to this country foreign- 
ers who were also engaged in that expedition. I 
do not think that we should sanction the prin- 
ciple of bringing back to this country foreigners 
who violated our laws, and after violating those 
laws, were incarcerated in a foreign country and 
then surrendered up into the hands of our consul. 
The Committee on Ways and Meansagreed with 
mein that opinion, and provided an amendment 
precisely suited to this case. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I think it is too late to raise 
the question which the gentleman from New York 
is now presenting to the committee. The expen- 
ses have already been incurred. It seems that 
these men were provided for and sent home before 
the law making that appropriation reached the 
proper officers who had control of the business, 
and they supposed that its provisions extended to 
all the prisoners who had been connected with the 
expedition from this country. I shall propose, 
however, after the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York shall have been disposed of, to 
strike out these words: 


‘* And if there be not a sufficiency thereof unexpended, 
then any additional amount necessary is hereby appropria- 
ted out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated.”’ 

That makes an unlimited appropriation, which 
I think is wrong. But the expenses already in- 
curred, and honestly incurred, by your officers in 
Spain, and by the captain who was authorized to 
bring these men to this country in his vessel, 
ought to be paid. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. There is a good 
deal of force in the remarks made by the gentle- 
man from Indiana if the fact be, as he states it to 
be, that the men were brought to this country, 
aod that these expenses have been incurred. But 
[ desire to say, in justice to myself—for I intro- 
duced the bill providing for the return of the pris- 

/ oners from Spain—that I drew it carefully and 


considered it well, and it never was the design of 
this House to provide for bringing home any other 
persons than American citizens. If | had under- 
stood that any other persons were included, [ 
should have more than doubted the propriety of 
the appropriation, and I should certainly have 
doubted the authority of Congress to make it. 
But the provision Was earefully worded. 
not the accidental use of lanzuagce—it 

careful and premeditated use of it. It 


It was 
was the 
was con- 
fined to American citizens: and unless there be 
quite as much tn the considerations presented by 
the gentleman from Indiana, as he supposes, it 
occurs to me that 


this amendment of the Senate 


ought not to beagreed to. If these expenses have 
been incurred throuch accident or mistake, itmay 
be proper enough for us to provide for them; but 
I should be glad to hear further from the gentle- 
man upon that subject to guide my own vote. It 
certainly never was the desien of the Congress of 
the United States to provide for bringing back to 
this country any other persons eng 
pedition except American citizens 
Mr. HOUSTON. 1 have here the amendinent 
whichthe Committeeon Waysand Mea 
ed me to offer, but which I had mislaid. 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendmentis not in 
order until the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks] is disposed of 
Mr. BROOKS. I withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I then offer the following 
amendment: Strike out the portion of the clause 
indicated by the gentleman from New York, [Mr 
Brooxs,] and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


wed in that ex- 


Sinstruct- 


For the relief of such of the Cuban prisoners, not citizens 
of the United States, as were pardoned by the Queen of 
Spain and sent out of her dominions by the United States 
Minister at Madrid, and the American Consul! at Gibraltar, 
@713 34, 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Barty] is 
correct in saying that the law of the last seasien 
confined the appropriation to American citizens 

These fifteen or nineteen persons for whom this 
expense was incurred went on the Lopez expedi- 
tion. It is true they were yot naturalized citizens, 
but some of them had taken steps to become nat- 
uralized, and I believe all had declared their in- 
tention to become citizens of the United States. 
The correspondence shows that they all went on 
the expedition together; thatthey wereall taken and 


| kept together, and under the instructions of our 


minister at Madrid, Mr. Sprague, our consul at 
Madrid, took the responsibility of sending them 
all. The American minister, (Mr. Barringer.) 


| without looking carefully to the law, supposed it 


was designed to apply to the whole of the Cuban 
prisoners. 
bringing home these prisoners was only designed 
to apply to the American citizens, but the prison- 
ers were allsent home, and the money paid by the 
consul was paid for them all so far as it went, and 
under the express 
minister at Madrid. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] why the original 
amount asked for has been reduced? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The reason is this—and the 
correspondence which | hold in my hand between 
a committee of the Senate and the Secretary of 
State during the last Congress, and between the 
Committee on Ways and Means and the Secretary 
of State during the present session, explains the 
whole matter—the amount originally asked for 
included pay for bringing to this country two, 
three, or four persons, who were not brought to 
this country at all. The owner of the vessel states 
that he made an agreement with the consul to 
bring nineteen persons here, and that he was to 
receive pay for nineteen, but that he hud been only 
paid for fifteen. Our amendment only provides 
for fifteen, which is the precise number brought 
over. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Ways and Means to 
trike out and insert was agreed to. 


The provisions made by Congre ss for 


instruction of our American 


The question was then taken, and the amend- 


ment as amended was concurred in. 








914 


The next amendment was as follows:. 

“ For arrearages of expenses of Indian service in Texas, 
£1,015 68.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
ond Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. } 

The question was the n taken, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the amend- 
ments which were made by the Senate as addi- 
tional clauses to the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend that these clauses be con- 

dered separately. They recommend a concur- 
rence in some of them and a non-concurrence in 
others. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
they are all reported to the House as one single 
umendment. 

Mr. JONES. Th >y were offered in the Senate 
as separate amendments, and | submit that they 
should be considered separately. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks they 
were reported to the Llouse as one sin amend- 
ment, but if the committee choose to consider them 


1 
ne 


} 
cle 
fi 


separately 
The first additional clause was then reported, as 
follows, viz: 


° sees no objection. 
' 
l 


‘* For payment of arrearages due to the chief clerk of 
the Bureau of Yards and Docks, on salary, as 
provided by the act of 3d March, 1851, restoring the same 
to that paid the chief clerk of the late Navy Board, $1,766 ” 

Mr. HOUSTON. ‘The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in this 
amendment. 

Che question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


account ot 


The next amendment was the following, viz: 

‘* Por arrearages due to the chief clerk of the Bureau of 
Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, on account of sal 
ry, commencing with the fiseal year L851, the sum of 8600 ; 
and that the salary of the chiet clerk of that Bureau shall 
hereafter be $1,700 per annum.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means also recommend a non-concurrence in 
this amendment. 


Wn 


Phe question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in by the committee, 

The next amendment was as follows, viz: 

* For payment ofarrearages due to David Finch, 
intendent of the painting the exterior walls ot 
Office and Treasury Buildings, #117 50.°’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means in th 
amendment. 


‘The question was take ly and 


as super- 
the Patent 


recommend a concurrence this 


the amendment 


was concurred in by the committee. 

ihe next amendment was as follows, viz: 

** For repairs of vessels employed in the coast survey, 
=] O0u.”? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 


an 1 Me ins recomme id a non-concurrence in tnis 


; 


tth Mu meri 
Che question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-conecurred in by the committee. 
The next amendment was as follows, viz: 
Wey rvices rendered by the clerk in the General Land 
On charged with the su lend: tt Chickasaw 
n the 23d of May, 1837, to the 28th of 
: ol, at $200 pei num 7 $0.” 
fr. BAYLY 1 would like to inquire why 
t im has not been broueht forward before? 
. HOUSTON. It was proposed by amem- 
ber of this body when this bill was before under 
consider nin this House, but was voted down. | 


ut in, however, by the Senate, and a ma- 
y of the Committee on Waysand Means have 
acreed to recommend aconcurrence by the House. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hop» the amend- 
ment will voted down. I think it is nota 
proper amendment, and that there is something 
wrongabout it. Has that amount not been paid 
before out of the Chickasaw fund? 
‘The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in by the committee. 


The next amendment was as follows, viz: 

To supply a deficiency in the contingent expenses of 
the office of the Secretary ofthe Treasury for the fiscal vear 
@nding 80th June, 1853, 25,000. 5 , 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Meang agreed to recommend a concurrence in 
that amendment. Since the action of that com- 
mittee, however, I have examined into the papers 
relating to the subject, and I desire to bring the at- .. 


was 


be 
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tention of this committee to one or two very smal! 
matters connected with it, and which are included 
in, and make a part of the amendment. 

This amendment embraces 
will state. 


two items which I 
One is for the transportation of Med- 
iterranean passports and sea letters, and the other 
is for carrying the Department mails, both items 


amounting to $450. 





mp 1 
hey are small i ems, to be 


{ 

sure, but I feel it my duty to state to the commit- 
tee that from information I have derived as a mem- 
ber the Committee on Ways and Means, about 
which there can be no doubt, there is no such ser- 


of 


vice known as the transmission of Mediterranean 
the other 
the Treasury 
Dep irtment 1s to receive $150 or $200 for carrying 
the Department mail, I have to say that there is no 
such separate service performed. It is used here 
merely for the purpose of giving an additional 
compensation the mé€ssen performs 
J It is now the duty of one of the mes- 
of the Treasury Department, who receives 
$700 per annum, to carry the mails of the Depart- 
; ° l S . 1 nm 
ma and for this he gets his regular salary. The 
! effect of this item, therefore, wil! 


In reference to 
which one of the clerks in 


orts and sea letters. 


na ear 
DASS 
t 


I 
item, DY 


to cer who 
that duty. 


sengers 


crease his compensation $200. I think both these 
items should not be put in, and I therefore move 
to reduce the appropriation $450. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Hovuston’s 
amendment was agreed to. 

The question was taken upon concurring in the 
Senate amendmentas amended, and it was agreed 
to. 

The next amendment was the following: 


‘For repair of damages to, and improvement of Lafay- 


ette square, 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concured in by the committee. 

The next amendment was as follows: 

** For the erection of the necessary building for making 


and providing gas, and fitting the pipes for distributing it at 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis, $2,5 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in this 
amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


(my. 2? 


The next amendment of the Senate was the 
following: 

‘For compensation of the United States assayer at San 
Francisco, California, from the Ist of January, 1852, to the 
30th of June, 1853, 87,500.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment is neces- 
sary to carry out the provisions of an existing 
law, and the Committee on Ways and Means rec- 
ommend a concurrence. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was cons urred in. 

The next amendment in order was follow- 

I t amendment in r was the fol 
ing: 


‘For temporary clerk hire 
Post Office Departu 


in the office of the Auditor of 


ent, S1 000." 


the 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The next amendment in order was the follow- 
ing? 

‘For arrears of compensation due A. J. 
services as rural architect at the time o 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Downing for 
his death, #625.°? 


The committee understand 


that the amount contained in the amendment was | 


due at the time of Mr. Downing’s death, and they 
recommend that the amendment be concurred in. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The next amendment in order was the follow- 
ing: 

‘* For laving out and graveling the roads and walks, pur 
chasing manure and trees, and seeding down in grass, the 
square south of the President’s house, $12,000.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
on Ways and Means recommend a _ concurrence 
in that amendment, and I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to it before it is disposed of. I move to in- 
sertafter the word * grass,’’the words ‘‘ and for 
x2ying any balance which may be due for work 
1eretofore done on.”’ Y 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Jones to the amendment, and it was 
agreed to. 

~The question then recurring on the amendment 
of the Senate as amended, it was put, and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


be to in-, 





Feb, 28. 


The next Senate amendme 


foll : nt in order was the 
ouoWwiIng: 


“ Por providing proper foundations for the eust 
at San Franciseo, authorized by the sixth 
entitled * An act to supply deficiencies in the appropriatic 
for the service of the fiseal year ending June 3y 
and in additi®n to the sum of $40,000 heretofore’ 
priated, $25,000. °? 


OM hors. 
ection Of the aver 


anor 
ve 


The question was taken on the amendment, ay, 
it was non-concurred in. a 

The next amendment was then read, as fol. 
lows: 

** For fuel and quarters for officers of the Army 
on light house duty, the payment of whieh is no | 
made by the Quartermaster Department, 82,341 27,» 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recom 
a concurrence in that amendment. 

Mr. BROOKS. I propose to amend that a: 
ment by inserting, after the words © light-honee 
duty,’’ the words ‘* under the authority of ¢! 
Light-House Board.’’ , 

| like to make a record as I go along. [x 
last year that the expenses for this service would 
be increased by the Light-House Board. The of- 
ficers of the Army are brought into this sery 
under their authority. I move the amendy 


Serving 


mend 


ie 


i 


because I believe it important, and I make it to 
verify what I said last year, that the Light-House 
Board would increase the expenses of the | gly A 


house system. 
The question was taken on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Brooks, and it was agreed to, 
The question then recurred upon the amend 
ment of the Senate as amended; and, being 
it was decided in the affirmative. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 


pul, ; 


The next amendment in order was the follow- 
ing: : 

** For deficieney in the fund for purchasing light-house 
supplies, $6,200.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The next Senate amendment was as follows: 

** Por the reappropriation of S754 40, being a portior 
the amount heretofore appropriated for the erection o 
custom-house at Eastport, Maine. and carried to the sur- 5 
plus fund on the 30th of June, 1852.” ES 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to ¥ 
amend that amendment by adding the following: 

And the unexpended balance of the appropriation by the 
act of June 19, 1834, for the payment of George Mars 
which has passed, by subsequent acts, into the surplus 
fund, be, and the same is hereby, reappropriated. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. BROOKS. I wish the gentleman would 
explain that amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The amount was specified 
in the original appropriation, and this amendment 
does not propose an additional dollar. It only re- 
appropriates the unexpended balance, which is 
not more than three or four hundred dollars; the 
exact amount I do not recollect. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Sreruens, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BOOQCK offered the following amendment 
to the amendment: 

For the reappropriation of a balance of an appropriation 
made by the act of the 27th of April, 1816, as prize money 
due to the captors of the Algerine vessels taken by the 
American squadron under the command of Commodore 
Decatur, and afterwards restored to the Dey of Algiers, 
#123 73, to be paid to Sarah Morris, only heir of Robert 
Mitchell, deceased, late midshipman on board of the United 
States ship Gnerriere, as the share of the said Robert Mitch- 
ell in the prize money aforesaid. 

Mr. BOCOCK. A word of explanation of this 
amendment, and I am sure no one will object to 
it. 

Many Memeers. All right. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Then I will not detain the 
House with explanations. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Bocock’s 
m endment, and it was agreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
amendment of the Senate as amended. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Before the 
question is taken, lL offer the following amendment: ; 

And that so much of the appropriation made in 1852 for 
the survey of the Pascagoula river, in Mississippi, as may 
not be necessary for that purpose be applied to the removal 
of the bar at the mouth of said river. 


I desire to say a single word in explanation. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I rise to a question of order. 
1 submit that the amendment is out of order. Lt 


pom tes 


|| proposes to take the money appropriated to one 


is 


pul 
i 7 
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tand apply it to another and entirely new 


The CHAIRMA N. The Chair entertains the 


opinion that the amendment proposed has no con- 


section Whatever with the subject of the amend- 
it before the committee, and therefore rules it 
t of order. 
Mr. BROWN. Ido not believe that I shall 
ever get the Pascagoula provided for. 
The question then recurring on the amendment 
the Senate as amended, it was put, and the 
mendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment in order was the follow- 


no: 


: For balance due Levi Johnson, for the site for marine 
jospital at Cleveland, Ohio, $3,396.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The next amendment was as follows: 

“Por payment of salaries of deputy surveyors at Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New Orleans, 
22.500, and the salary of said officers shall be $2,000 per 
‘ynum, commencing on the Ist day of July, 18529’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Will it not now be 

, order, Mr. Chairman, to offer, as an amend- 
ment to this amendment, the proposition offered 


by me some days ago, to régulate the fees of | 


r 


Chair to decide that question unless the gentle- 
nan sends up his amendment, so that the Chair 

ay see what it is. 

The question was then taken upon the Senate 
imendment, and it was concurred in. 

The next Senate amendment which came up in 
der was the following: 


‘To pay Walter 8S. Burges (late district attorney of the | 


state of Rhode Island,) the sum of $584 80, being in full 

iis services and money paid out in defending Captain 
Simonds, of the brig Casket, by order of John Y. Mason, 
late Secretary of the Navy.’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is money due under an 
arrangement made by Mr. Mason, while Secre- 
tary of the Navy. Itis recommended by the De- 
partment, and is for the pay of services rendered. 
Che Committee on Ways and Means recommend 
1 concurrence in the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The next amendment in order was the follow- 
ing: 

“ For additional allowance to E. 8. Norris, the sum of 
#2,260 34, and to George R. Stuntz the sum of $1,958 50, 
uiditional allowance made to them as deputy surveyors un- 
der the surveyor general of Wisconsin and Iowa, and in 
iccordance with the recommendations and estimates of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, dated respectively on the 11th and 14th 
of February, 1853.°? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 


ind Means have recommended a non-concurrence 


inthat amendment for the reason that the two indi- | 


viduals mentioned in the amendment were survey- 
irs, and made their survey contract with the sur- 
veyor general, and after they had performed the 
work, they reported to him that their contract was 
in unprofitable one, and he proposed to give them 
the amounts stated in the amendment in addition 
to that stipulated in the contract. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


The Clerk then read the following amendment | 


of the Senate: 


‘“For payment of the amount due Thomas W. Lane, | 


upon three several drafts drawn in his favor by G. W. Bar 
bour, Indian agent in California, upon R. McKee, disburs- 
ing agent, for transportation, supplies, and labor furnished 
said agent upon special contract, while treating with the 
Indians in said State, $3,825.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in this amend- 
ment of the Senate. I will state that these sup- 
plies were furnished by Mr. Lane for the subsist- 
ence of the Indians in California whilst the agent 
of the Government was negotiating treaties with 
them. 


itures paid by the commissioner for the purpose of || 
fulfilling the treaty stipulations with these Indians. | 


Mr. HAVEN. Is this not an entering-wedge 
to larger appropriations ? 

Mr. PHELPS. No, sir; nothing of the kind. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was concurred in. 


be following amendment of the Senate was 
read: 


The CHAIRMAN. It is impossible for the | 


It does not relate to the enormous expend- | 


‘+ For the services of a Striker in the sh« pn of the Dela 
ware Indians, from August 1, 1823, to August 31, 1896 


and for the services of a smith and striker in th shop o 


the Senecas and Shawnees, of Lewistown, from 17th No 
vember, L833, to 15th February, 1838, deducting al! amounts 
paid for such service during said period; and for balance 
due for services on Seneca milldam, as estimated for by the 
proper Departinent, $2,229,” } 

Mr. PHELPS. Thatisin accordance with the 
estimates furnished by the Department of the In 
terior, as being an amount due an empioyee of the 
Government. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in it. ~ 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 should like to know how 
this matter has been delayed from 1823 up to this 
time—a period of nearly thirty years? 

Mr. PHELPS. In reply to the gentleman, | 
have only to say that the Department of the Inte- 
rior, in making out the accounts of the blacksmith 
who was employed by these Indians, states that it 
appears from the books of the Ds partment this 
amount is dueto this person. The reason he was 
not paid was from the fact that during a portion of 
the time these Indians were without an agent at 
all, and there were also changes in the office of the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LETCHER. It seems to me that the cen- 
tleman’s explanation does not help the matter at 

'all. There have been various superintendents 
between 1823 and this time, and it appears that 

| none of them have called the attention of the Gov- 
ernment to thisamount. It is now broughtto the 
attention of the House by overhauling old accounts, 
and by the report of the Department of the Inte- 
rior. It dves not appear that this man ever claimed 
this compensation at all. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I desire to state a fact. If the 
committee are going to grant this on the idea that 
it is on the books, they may, on the same ground, 
vote away millions of dollars. Oftentimes inter- 
est was not discharged on debts, and Congress 
for more than twenty years has refused to pay in- 
terest. The balances on old exhibit books are not 
always correct. There is a large balance against 

|| Benjamin Franklin for his account in Europe, and 
| you may fing them against many individuals, be- 
cause they were not posted up. 

Mr. LETCHER. This whole clause’ seems 
to be made up of items of this sort. After the 
striker for the Delaware Indians from 1823 to 1826, 
| we have next an item for the smith and striker of 

the Senecas and Shawnees from 1833 to 1838. 
|} These old claims run far back, and there is no 
evidence, it seems to me, to satisfy the committee 
that they ought to be paid. I hope, therefore, that 
|| theamendment will not be agreed to, for the rea- 

son stated by my honorable friend from Georgia. 
|| lf we commence in this matter there is no telling 

what sum of money we will have to pay before 
we are done. 

Mr. PHELPS. The claimant is a resident of 
New Mexico, but he is now in this city. The 

| claim was presented at the last session of Congress 
| to the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
| On an examination of the accounts, it appeared 
| that this amount stated in the amendment of the 
| Senate, was actually due him for his services. A 
committee of the Senate also investigated the case, 
and they reported that this amount was due 
him. We were bound by treaty stipulations to 
i! furnish those tribes with strikers for their black- 
| smiths, and if the money had been paid, the books 

would have shown that fact. If the books of the 

Department do not show the disbursement of the 

moneys which we are obliged to pay by treaty 
|| stipulations, all I have to say is that they are not 
| properly kept. The Government, as I have stated, 

was to furnish a striker to these Indians. The 
| agent certifies that the services were discharged by 
this man. The correspondence of the Depart- 
ment shows the same fact. Hence it would ap- 
year that the claim isa just one. The reason it 
tne not been allowed before, has been in conse- 
quence of an irregularity in some of the papers. 
Mr. MARTIN. The books of the Department 
|| may show it, but how are the facts of the case? 
Is it supposable that a laboring man would wait 
for his pay for a quarter of a century, and he be 
peaceable about it? To me it is not reasonable, 
| and unless some better reason than has yet been 
given be advanced, | cannot support the amend- 
|} ment. 
|| Mr. LETCHER. The other item is about the 
|| Seneca mill-dam, and I should like to know when 


1 : 
|| that was completed ? 
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nent, and it wast mcurre ! 


The Clerk next read the following amendment 


of the Senate: 


‘Por compensation of members of the House of Repre 
sentatives, for the year ending June , Sd, in addition to 
ippropnations heretofore made, 83,840 

Mr. HOUSTON 


ing as an amendment to t! 


The Committee on Ways 
itl on ofthe follow- 
e Senate’s amendment: 


ind Means 


recommend the ioOp 


After the word “ of,’’ strike out the words ** members of 
the House of Representatives for the year ending June 30, 
1853, in addition to appropriations heretofire made,” and 
insert in lieu thereot the words * \ members of the 
House of Representatives appointed a itlee OF INVES 


ugation upon all facts tt rt nection rhomas 
Corwin, Secretary of t Treasury. with 1 Gardiner 
claim, and authorized to sit during the recess betw n the 
firstand second sessions of the present Congress, the sum 
of’?, and after “3,840,"? insert the words, “or eo much 
thereof as may be necessary 

The amendment is a very simple one. It speci- 


ney, and the 
services for which they are to be paid, 

| have received the fo owln est 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House 


fies those who are to receive the m 
imate from the 


} For compensation of members of the House of Repre 
sentatives forthe year ending 30th June, 1&5 


to appropriations heretofore made, 23,5 


tn addon 


The foregoing 1s ne« sary on account of the payme ntof 
five members of a comunitt of the House, authorized to 
sit during the recess, S768 each 


\. J. GLOSSBRENNER, 

February 15, 1853 Sergeant-at-.drms, H. R., U.S 

I understand that the members of that commit- 
tee have claimed their during the time 
they were here, and in the discharge of its duties. 

A Memser. How many day 

Mr. HOUSTON. | do ‘not know, but by di- 
viding seven hundred and sixty-eight by eight, 
the gentleman might find out. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | 


amend the amendment, as follows: 


ner diem 


! i . 
; did they sit: 


move to 


weary 


Or so much therefor as may be neces to pay said 
members, respectively, eight dollars per day for the period 
they were detained at Washington in the discharge of the 
duties of their appointment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will s iyto my friend from 
Georgia [Mr. Srernens] upon that subject, that 
the members of that committee are not entitled to 
any more under existing laws than this amend- 
ment proposes. I take it for granted that no mem- 
ber of the committee will charge for any day the 
committee was not in session and were not de- 
tained here. When he charges by the day he 
charges $8, and he cannot get any more if he is 
honest. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The for the 
whole amount, $768 for each member. If you 


you sanction this charge 


estimate 1s 


pass this appropriation, 
for the whole interval between the expiration of 
the last and the commencement of the present ses- 
lL wish to limit it 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thetimeis ninety-six days. 

Mr. STEPHENS. We adjourned on the 3lst 
of August, and we met again on the 6th of De- 
cember, making an interval of ninety-six days 

Mr. HOUSTON. This estimate is furnished 
the Senate by the Sergeant-at-Arms, who is pre- 
sumed to know about tt. 
ber of the committee to state the facts in 


sion of Congress. 


I should like some mem- 
regard 
to this matter. [ do not know anything in rerard 
to the matter except what I get from the officer of 
the House whose business it is to furnish the es- 
timate. I take it for granted that no member of 
that committee will charge for any period of time 
other than that while he was here in the discharge 
of his duty. If he does charge for the time, he 
will be entitled to eight dollars a day and no more, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have not con- 
versed with any members of that committee, but 
there is one of the members of that committee, the 
gentleman from Georgia {Mr. Strernens] will rec- 
ollect, from Texas, [Mr. Howarp,}| who, being 
detained here from the adjournment for some time 
after, could not by possibility go home and return 
in time for the next session. I suppose the gen- 
tleman from Georgia does not intend that they 
shall be limited to the time the committee actually 
met, and not allow them for the days when they 
adjourned over at an interval of two or three days. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I meant 
them to the time in which they completed the 
work. 

Mr. JONES. 
would admit. 


or ly to confine 


is what the committee 


That 
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Mr. STEPHENS. Then there can be no ob- 
jection to my amendment. | 

Mr. LIOt STON. l am informed that some of 
the members have alre ady received the $768. 
Therefore I do not object to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sreruens.] If 
they were not 10 session, they ought not to be 
paid. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It appears that my amend- 
ment is very necessary, for it seems that the Com- 
mittee of Frauds themselves are disposed to com- 
mit a great fraud upon the Treasury, and I should | 
like to have an inquiry into it. It seems to be ab- | 
solutely necessary that we should watch our own | 
men whom we have set to watching other people. | 
1 want to see the men who will rise in this House | 
and oppose the amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR. ! hope the amendment of the | 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sreruens} will be | 
adopted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No one objects to || 
the amendment, and it will be received by unani- | 
mous consent. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands | 
that the gentleman from Georgia receives the unan- | 
imous consent of the committee to offer his amend- | 
ment, and it is now a part of the amendment pro- | 
posed by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Houston. | 

I'he question was then taken on the amendment | 
as modified, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before the ques- 
tion is taken upon the Senate amend ment as amend- 
ed, | propose the following amendment from the 
Committee on Ways and Means: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to | 
pay Peter Force and John C. Rives, for one hundred and 
two copies of the third volume of the fifth series of the Amer- 
jean Archives or Documentary History of the United States, | 
for the new members of the House of the Twenty-sixth Con 
gress, one hundred and seventeen copies of the same volume 
for the new members of the Twenty-seventh Congress, one 
hundred copies of the same volume for the new members 
ot the T'wenty-eighth Congress, one hundred and one copies 
of the same volume for the new members of the Twenty- | 
ninth Congress, one hundred and sixteen copies of the same 
volume for the new members of the Thirtieth Congress, 
one hundred and thirty four copies of the same volume for 
the new members of the Thirty-first Congress, and one 
hundred and thirty copies of the same volume for the new 
members ofthe Thirty second Congress, in all eight hundred 
volumes, at sixteen dollars forty-five cents and six mills per 
volume, $13,162 40. 

That is under a contract with Force & Rives | 
for the publication of the American Archives. I 
am in hopes that this will be the last of the appro- 
priation asked for. 

The question was taken upon the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. i 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now offer this 
amendment, to come in at the end: 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for reporting and publishing eight hundred and fifty 
columns of the proceedings of the House of Representatives 
of the second session of the Thirty second Congress, in the 
Daily Globe, at $7 50 per column, $6,375. 

This is reported from the Committee on Ways | 
and Means, and is to pay for the reporting in the 
Daily Globe of the present session. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- | 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move this 
additicnal section: 

‘To enable the said John C. Rives to pay the reporters of 
this House for this session the sum of $7 per column in 
stead of 84 for the reports of the Congressional Globe, the | 
sum of 83,000, or so muchas may be necessary for that 
purpose, and the Cierk of this House be authorized to pay 
the same to said Rives for that purpose. 

Mr. STANLY. We cannot well hear what is | 
going on in this part of the Hall, and we should || 
like to have some explanation from some source | 
what this means. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The committee can per- 

| | 

fectly understand what it means from the reading | 
of it. I will state that the object of the amend- 
ment is to increase the compensation of the re- 
porters of the Congressional Globe in this House, 
$300, or $400, may be $500 for the session. We 
pay them under the arrangement with Mr. Rives 
for reporting in the Globe, at the rate of four 
dollars per column. The object of the amendment | 
is to make it seven dollars per column, and simply | 
to inérease their compensation for this session. I | 
| 

| 


would state to the committee, that I believe these 
reporters do more work than any personsin Wash- 
ington city connected with the Government. So 
long as we keep up the reporting I am for paying | 


| pay them. 
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them more liberally than we now do, and the in- 
crease of compensation now asked for is but a 
small addition to their present compensation. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I intend to support the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Srepuens.| I objected the other day to the 
proposition voting an increase of compensation to 
the reporters, entirely upon the ground that it was 
a change of the system. I wish the present sys- 
tem kept up. I believe these reporters are not 
paid as well as they ought to be, and as I then in- 
timated, I was willing to vote them an additional 
compensation. I think this is fair and right. Our 
reports are very good and these reporters do a 
great deal of hard work. They will still be respon- 
sible to Mr. Rives and to us for their work. I only 
object to making them officers of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It does not 
change their relations toward us. It only enables 
Mr. Rives to give them an additional compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My understanding 
of it is, that Mr. Rives gets $7 50 per column and 
he gives the reporters in his employ perhaps $4. 
That will leave him $3 50. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Srepnens] will re- 
duce the pay of Mr. Rives and increase that ofthe 
reporters. [It provides for $7 per column. 

Mr. STEPHENS. This isan additional amount 
of so much as will enable the Clerk to pay the ad- 
dition. 


Mr. JONES. My amendment was to pay Mr. 
Rives. 

Mr. STEPHENS. This also is to pay Mr. 
Rives. . 


Mr. JONES. You specify that heis to pay 
seven dollars to the reporters. That would leave 
him but three dollars. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Is the effect of this amend- 
ment to pay the reporters more? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STANLY. That will be in lieu of extra 
compensation, and I shall not object to it. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I must say to the committee 
that I have voted for these things for six years 
totally in the dark. I have listened attentively to 
rentlemen who have offered these amendments, 
hoping that they would state how much we pay 
for printing, how it is done, and whether it is 
economically done. I doubt very much the pro- 
priety of furnishing twenty-four copies of the 


Congressional Globe to each member of Congress. || 


Half the number would be plenty. I am opposed 
toit. I believe we pay twice the amount neces- 
sary for Congressional printing. I should be 


glad to see it abolished altogether, and if the | 


gentleman from Tennessee will state how much 
in the aggregate is paid for Congressional printing 
and official reporting, | would be much obliged to 
him. 

Mr. JONES. It is impossible for me to do it. 
I have never voted for any of these appropriations. 
I cannot go back five or ten years and state what 
has been paid during that time. But these amend- 
ments will show what is asked for at this session, 
and the laws will show what amount has been ap- 
propriated. If gentlemen will look back to these 
laws, they will see the enormous amount the 
printing and reporting has cost them. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is that amendment amend- 
able now? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not—being an amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, I dislike 
very much to make opposition to this amendment, 
but really it does seem to me that if this commit- 
tee design to deal out even-handed justice to all 
portions of this Government, and unless they mean 
to interfere with private contracts, they ought not 
to pass this amendment. I understand that these 
gentlemen have been employed by Mr. Rives by 
contract, and here is an amendment proposing to 
pay them more than Mr. Rives has contracted to 
if lam misinformed as to the facts of 
the case, I desire to be corrected. If it is the policy 
of Congress to pay these gentlemen more than they 
have heretofore received, why do so. But when 
these gentlemen have come forward voluntarily, 
and made a contract with Mr. Rives 

Mr. TOOMBS. This amendment gives Mr. 
Rives an additional amount to enable him to pay 
his reporters a larger sum. It does not interfere 
with his contract_at all. 

Mr. McMUCLIN. 





I desire information. Is 


| Feb. 28 


it contemplated that this:provision shall have a re. 
trospective effect ? 
Mr. TOOMBS. It provides for this session op! 


Mr. McMULLIN. Well, for this session. ° 

Mr. STEPHENS. It is to enable Mr. Rives «, 
pay the reporters seven dollars a column instead of 
four dollars a column, which he now pays them 
It does not violate the contract at all. It only en, 
ables him to pay them a larger amount than he 
now does. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I am not misip. 
formed. I understand the effect will be to enahi, 
Mr. Rives to pay these gentlemen a_ proposed 
amount, having a retrospective bearing. Now | 
am opposed to that. If it is the policy of this 
House to pay these gentiemen more than you hays 
heretofore paid them, do it. But when you t ks 
these reporters and pay them as you pay'the ot| 
officers of the House, you will divide the resp, 

sibility; you will have Mr. Rives responsible fo 

the printing of the debates, and half-a-dozen po. 
porters responsible for the manner in which tj 
reporting is done. 

Sir, my opinion is that we had better hold op 

| to theold policy. But this being an extraordinary 
year for experimenting and progress, | am pre. 
pared to expect this committee to do almost any. 
thing. I shall vote against the amendment, 
lieving, as I do, that these gentlemen ought to he 
perfectly satisfied with the compensation wh 
they are now receiving. Reporting is their o 
pation. It is a business which they undertake 
preference to any other. If they are not satis 
to work for Mr. Rives for the prices which they 
agreed upon, let them quit reporting and go 
some other business. I hope the committee w; 
vote down the amendment. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Srepurys’ 

| amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow. 
ing as an amendment to the Senate amendment: 
To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
pay a balance due for reporting and publishing the procee 
| ings of the House during the first session of the Thirty 
second Congress, being sixty-five columns and one line, at 
the rate of $7 50 per column, $487 54. 
That amendment is reported by the direction 
| of the Committee on Ways and Means. It is to 
supply a deficiency in the appropriation to pay 
| for publishing and reporting the proceedings of 
| the last session, in the Daily Globe, at $7 50 per 
column. 
The question was taken upon the amendiaent, 
| and it was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
| ing amendment to the Senate amendment: 


To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
| Appendix of the second session of the Thirty-second Con 
gress for each member and Delegate in the House, $17,964; 
and for binding the same, being five thousand six hundred 
| and eighty-eight volumes, in strong and substantial half 
| binding, with Russia backs and corners, ata rate not ex 
| ceeding sixty cents per volume, $3,412 80. 


| . ‘ . 
That amendment is also from the Committee on 


Ways aid Means, and is to pay for the Congres- 
sional Globe and Appendix for the present session 


er 


ec 


\| for the members of this House, and the Delegates 


| from the Territories. 
The question was taken upon the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 


Mr. GORMAN. I offer the following as an 
amendment to the Senate amendment: 

| §&* For paying the expenses of David Dale Owen’s Geo 

| logical Report from Philadelphia to Washington, for one 

| hundred and seventeen boxes and porterage, #99 45; for 

| insurance $90; for freight on one hundred and seventeet 


boxes, $146.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That cannot bein 
| order as an amendment to this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 

Tennessee raise a point of order? 

Mr. JONES. Ido. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the 
| amendment out of order. It has no connection 
| with the Senate amendment. 
| Mr.GORMAN. I understand that the amend- 
| ment is about printing. 

Mr. JONES. It is to pay for reporting and 
| printing the debates. 
| Mr. GORMAN. This is one of the incidents 
| of bringing printing from Philadelphia. If the 
| amendment is not in order here, it is not in order 
|| anywhere. ; 
il The question was then taken on concurring In 
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1853. 


Senate’s amendment as amended, and it was 
ded in the affirmauve. 
2, the Senate’s amendment as amended was 


it 


4 
urred in. 
fhe Clerk then reported the twenty-fourth 
mendment of the Senate, as follows: 


‘ For this amount of money appropriated, and goods pur- 
sed under treaty stipulations, tor the Lake Chippewa 
Tadians, lately destroyed by fire, at the agency of said In- 

ye. 15.000: Provided, That the Commissioner on Indian 
\ fairs is hereby authorized to purchase said goods in open 
market, without the usual notice in such cases required by 


pa 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 

nendment. It is to supply the place of goods 
which the Government was bound to furnish to 
the Indians, but which were lost by fire. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know the rea- 
son for that proviso. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The object of it is to enable 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to procure the 
eoods at an early period so as to comply with the 
treaty. If the usual notice has’ to be given, the 
roods cannot be obtained and got to the spot in 
time to comply with the requirements of the 
treaty. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in. 


“he Clerk then reported the twenty-fifth amend- 
ment of the Senate, as follows: 


“Ty section three, which is as follows: 
“ And he it further enacted, That hereafter no 
yoks shall be distributed to members of Congress exeept 
‘+h as are ordered to be printed, as public documents, by 
‘the Congress of which they are members;’ 


‘Sec. 3. 


add the following proviso : 
‘« Provided, That this section shall not prohibit or inter- 
fere with the distribution to members who have heretofore 
ved books under an order of eithfér House, of the re 
maining volumes or parts, so as to complete the sets of 
which they have received part.’? 


Mr. HOUSTON, The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

Mr. SCHERMERHORN. I offer the follow- 
ing as an amendment to the Senate amendment, 
to come in at the end thereof : 


\fter the word ‘* part,’’ in eighth line, page twenty, sec- 
tion three, add: 


That to enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to procure the printing and binding of ten thousand copies 
of the report of Captain H. Stansbury, including the maps 
ind plates of the survey of the valley of the Great Sait Lake, 
or dist:ibution to the members of this House, $26,800. 

\lso, to enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to procure ten thousand copies of the second part of the re 
portof Messrs. Foster and Whitney, including the maps 
and plates, upon the mineral regions of Lake Superior, 
~ 16,500, 

\lso,to purchase two hundred and fifty copies (in four 
volumes) of Edwin Williams’s Statesman’s Manual, $1,750. 

Also, to enable the Secretary of State to purchase one 
thousand copies of the Synoptical Index of the Statutes at 


‘ 


iuines were distributed under the act of August, 1846, 
S3500, 


Also, to enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to purchase twenty thousand copies of the letters of Lieu- 
tenant Maury, upon the river Amazon and its sources, 
$4,500. 

Also, to enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to purchase three hundred copies of Lossing’s Field Book 
of the Revolution, half-bound, $21,000. 


_Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise the ques- 
tion of order upon that amendment, that it is not 
to supply a deficiency, and that it is not germane 
to any part of this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Nothing is now in order 
to this bill except amendments to the Senate’s 
amendment. This amendment does not relate to 
the same subject as the Senate amendment, and 
is therefore out of order. 

Mr. SCHERMERHORN. Does the Chair 
determine that the amendment is not germane? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 
relates to a different subject from that to which 
the Senate’s amendment refers. 

Mr. SCHERMERHORN. I appeal from that 
decision. I hold that it is perfectly germane. 

Mr. SACKETT. I ask that the provision to 
which this is proposed as an amendment may be 
ae that the committee may vote understand- 
ingly. 

The Clerk again reported the Senate’s amend- 
ment, 


Mr. SACKETT. 


I-perceive that is a Senate 


Large, to be distributed in the same manner as the first eight | 


amendment to a section of the bill providing for , 


the distribution of books among the members. 


, aa 
Now, it seems to me this amendment is clearly in 


order to that provision. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


I desire to inquire of the 


Chair whether there is any law authorizing the 


yublication of these books? 


The CHAIRMAN. Not that the Chair is 


aware of. 


tainly not in order. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


Then the amendment is cer- 


Phe question now being, ‘ Shall the decision of 


the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee ?’’ 


Mr. SCHERMERHORN demanded tellers: 


which were ordered; and Messrs. Caseut of Flor- 
ida, and Jones of Tennessee, were appointed. 


affirmative to make a quorum. 


just been received. 


The question was then put, and the tellers re- 


ported—ayes 70, noes 47—the Chair voting in the 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment ruled out of order. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move the following amend- 
ment to the Senate amendment: 
For paying the expenses of David Dale Owen’s geological 

report, from Philadelphia to Washington, for one hun 


dred and seventeen boxes, and porterage........ $99 45 
For freight on one hundred and seventeen boxes... 146 00 
PON MOUSSE Fo odin Sc cadu cdvbue ceeces cetccemae 90 00 

#335 4 


Mr. Chairman, this would have been offered 
to the deficiency bill originally, by the Committee 
on Ways and Means, or some other committee of 
this House, but for the fact that these boxes have 
It is necessary that the in- 
surance, the cost of the boxes, and the cost of 
transportation should be paid; it is properly a 
deficiency. It should come in at some point, and 
I do not know of any point where it can come in 
unless it is here, 

Mr. SACKETT. Is an 
amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Gor- 
MAN’s amendment was adopted, 

The question was then taken, and the Senate’s 
amendment as amended was agreed to. 


amendment to the 


The next amendment was as follows, viz: 


“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much of 
the section of the act making appropriations for the sup 
port of the Army for the year ending 30th of June, 1853, ap- 
proved 31st August, 1852, as provides that “* no portions of 
the moneys appropriated by this act shall be applied to the 
payment of any expenses incurred prior to the Ist day of 
July, 1852,”’ be, and the same is hereby, repealed, so far as 
it relates to the appropriation for light-houses contained in 
said act, except as to the light houses which have been con- 
tracted for to be erected upon the Pacific coast.”’ 

Mr. STUART. I move the foliowing amend- 
ment to this amendment: 

And that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to pay to John McReynolds $1,000 for ex- 
penses incurred by him in removing the materials for the 
construction of a light-house in the State of Michigan, the 


Departinent having changed the site after the said materials 
were delivered at the site first selected. 


I suppose there is no objection to that. The 
amendment explains itself. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Srvarr’s 
amendment to the amendment was adopted. 


The question was then taken, and the Senate 


amendment as amended was concurred in by the 


committee. 
The next amendment was as follows, viz: 


“Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the officers 
appointed to assist the superintendent of the naval astro- 
nomical expedition in Chili, directed by the act of the 3d of 
August, 1848, shall be allowed an increased compensation 
in aratable proportion, accoraing to pay and rank, at the 
time of departure from the United States, to the allowance 
made to the said superintendent by the actof March 3, 1851, 
to be paid out of any moneysin the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated.”’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in by the committee. 

The next amendment was as follows, viz: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That nothing in the 


| provisions of the act eatitled ‘ An act to establish a branch 


|| ing, and assay of deposiis of gold, in 


of the Mint of the United States in California,’ shall be con 
strued so as to prohibit the appointment of the assayer 
therein authorized before the execution of the contract for, 
and the completion of, the branch Mint buildings therein 
authorized ; but that the President is hereby empowered to 
appoint, in the manner prescribed by that act, an assayer 
for said branch Mint in anticipation of the completion and 
establishment thereof; that the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby authorized to procure, by rent or lease, a buildin, 
or apartments, and to lease, purchase, or rent machinery 
in the city of San Francisco, suitable for the receipt, mel; 
lst or otherwise 


an om 
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for the custody of gold coin; and that thereupon the office 
of the treasurer of the branch Mint aforesaid, e fico As 


or apartments until such time 


t 


t 


weight and deseripuon thereof; 


istant Treasurer of the Unite as Well as the office 


{the assayer thereof, 


i States, 
shall be established tn such building 
as the said branch Mint shall 
ywhers of gold bullion, in dust or 

entitied to deposit the same with the 
, Who shall give a receipt, stating the 


and the said treasurer shall, 





That the 
shall be 


x completed. 
ntherwise, 
reasurer aforesaid 


from time to time, deliver such bullion to the assaver herein 
authorized, whose daty it shall be to melt the same. cast it 
into a bar or bars, or disks, of suitable and convenient size 


portions 


treasurer the bars or disks so melted and assayed, whe 
deliver the same to the depositor thereof, or his order 

the said treasurer is hereby « npowered to appoi 
approval of the S 
him in the receipt and de 


and form, to assay the same, and to stamp thereon the pro- 
in thousandths, of the precions metal contained, 
And thereupon, the said assayer shall return to the said 
shalt 
hat 
i, Wilh te 
to aid 


preparation 


cretary of the Treasury, one clerk 
livery of bullion, the 


of accounts, and in such other duties as he may designate ; 


‘\ 


aiso, One Weigher, to weigh such bullion, and euch waich 
men and servants as may be necessary in carrying on the 
business devolved upon him And the said as r shall 
have authority, with the approval of the Seeretary of the 


Treasury, to appoint an assistant, and also such subordinate 


workmen as may be ne sary for melung and aasaving 
such bullion: Provided, That the annual salazy of said 
assayer shall be £4,500, and that to the said clerk and as 


shall be a wed su 


exceed 83,000 each, as the Se 


sistant there h annual salary, not to 


cretary of the Treasury may 


approve, to the weigher there shall be allowed, on like 
approval, a salary not to exceed $3,000; and to the subor 
dinate workmen and servants such wages as are customary 


and reasonable in their respective stations and oceupations : 
Chat the said treasurer and assnyer, 


assistant assayer, clerk, and weigher, herein 


Ain i prov ded further, 


as well as the 





authorized, shall, before entering on their respective duties, 
take oath before some judge of the United States, or of the 
State of California, for the faithful performance of their 
respective duties, and shall also give bond, with one or more 
sureties, to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Tressury, 
and in such sums as he shall prescribe, conditioned for the 


faithful performance thereof. That the general direction of 
the operations herein authorized shall be devolved upon the 
Director of the Mint, in subordination to the Se 
the Treasury ; and it shall be the duty of the said Director to 
prescribe such regulations and order such tests as si 
requisite to insure the faithfulness and accuracy of the 
said officers in the performance of their respective 
And that there is hereby appropriated, out of the money 
heretofore appropriated for the establishment of a Mintin 
California, so inuch as may be necessary for the purposes 
of this act: Provided, That no contract be 
erection and establishment of the said Mint until further 
order of Congress: .&nd provided further, That the lease 
of buildings herein authorized shall not be for a period of 
more than three years. 


Mr. HIBBARD. Mr. Chairman, the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means recommend a non-con- 
currence in this amendment, and I trust the ree- 
ommendation of that committee will be concurred 
in by this committee, unless they shall agree to 
adopt an amendment which I shall offer to this 
section as an additional proviso. I 
offer the following at the end of the Senate amend- 
ment: 

ind provided further, That the act entitled “* An act to 
establish a branch of the Mint of the United States in Cali 
fornia,’’ be and the same is hereby repealed 


eretary of 
"not 
ul be 


nfore 


luttes. 


made for the 


propose to 


Now a word as to the history of the branch 
Mint and assay office in California. By the last 
Congress an assay office was established in Cali- 


forma, which was then believed to be sufficient for 
| all the purposes requiring legislation at that time. 


| 


At the last session, however, a proposition was 
brought forward to establish a branch Mint, and 
to abolish the assay office in California. Well, 
sir, the assay office was abolished and the Mint 
was established, and $300,000 appropriated for 
the purpose of its erection. That is now the law 
of the land. But, as I understand from informa- 
tion which I have received from the Treasury De- 
partment, no contract has yet been entered into 
for the erection of that California Mint, and Iam 
not aware what preliminary proceedings, if any, 
have been had. No contract has been entered 
into, and we stand virtually in the condition in 
which we were before the act establishing a Mint 
there. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
me to correct him? 

Mr. HIBBARD. If the gentleman wishes to 
correct what he supposes to be any error in state- 
ment, I will yield to him with pleasure. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I merely wish to correct 
what seems to me to bea very essential error which 
the gentleman has fallen into, in point of fact, in 
regard to this assay office in California. The gen- 
tleman speaks of that assay office being abolished. 
Now, sir;that assay office is in active and con- 
stant operation, as much so as it ever has been. 
Although I know, as the gentleman says, that it 
was the intention of Congress to repeal that insti- 

} tution, and relieve the people of California from 
one of the groesest and most oppress frauds ever 


Will the gentleman allow 
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perpetrated upon any peo je; yet in consequence 
of the construction given by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to that law, the assay office in Califor- 
nia is in as constant and injurious operation as 
ever. These are the facts in reference to this mat- 
ter, and they ought to be known. 

Mr. HIBBARD. That assay office was pro- 
spectively abolished. It was not proposed to con- 
tinue the Mintand assay offlicetogether. Thatall the 
proceedings in regard to this assay office have now 
been discontinued, I did not assume to say, and 
do not understand. But, sir, to resume: it is now 
proposed—and the proposition has passed the Sen- 
ate and is brought before this House—to establish 
this assay office, and to continue it in operation, 
and to provide that so much of the appropriation 
for the erection of the Mint there as may be ne- 
cessary shall be applied for that purpose. 

To show that I was correct in saying that no 
contract had been entered into for the erection of | 
a Mint there, | need but to read the last clause but 
one of the provision itself which the Senate have 
adopted to this bill. It is provided *‘ that no con- 
tract shall be made for the establishment of the 
said Mint until the further order of Congress.’’ 
The Secretary of the Treasury says no contract 
has as yet been made; no steps have yet been 
taken for the erection of a Mint there; and all 
operations in that direction under this provision 
are to be suspended until the assay office there is 


after. 
of this section that is not proposed to discontinue 
the Mint altogether. It is only to divert the | 
ap yropriation which has been already made—for | 
I think it will take ali of it and more to complete 
the assay office there—and then to go on and 
establish a Mint there. By the Senate amend- 
ment the Mint is recognized as something that is 
still to be. The faith of the Government is virtu- 
ally pledged for its future completion. It is pro- 
vided at the commencement of this amendment 
that the ‘* President is hereby empowered to ap- 
‘ point an assayer for said branch Mint in antici- 
‘ pation of the completion and establishment there- 
‘of.’’ That is, it proposes to make this appropri- 
ation for the completion of the assay office; but it 
does not stop here. It will commitus to go on and 
construct the still more expensive establishment 
of a Mint hereafter. It is on account of this fea- 
ture, and some other objectionable provisions, to 
which it is not necessary now to allude, that I 
oppose the Senate’s amendment in its present 
form. 

lam against having them both. If California 
is content with the assay office, let her have it. In 
my judgment, it is all thatis really needed. With 
all friendliness of feeling towards that State, with 
every disposition to bejust, wholly so, in our legis- 
lation toward them—and to be just is all we have 
the right to do—I must say that I am of opinion 
that that is all that is essentially necessary, and all 
we can be warranted in doing. I am against this 
whole policy of expending the Government moneys 


particular localities. We should legislate for the 

wants and uses of the Government, and for those 

alone. If benefit to any State or city is the inci- 

dental effect of such legislation, no one will be | 
more gratified than l. But this is as far as I can 
go in the way of protection or favor. I repeat 
that this expenditure is not required by the wants 
of the Government. There is nothing to justify | 
it—no necessity which can warrant the heavy ex- 

pense attendant upon the erection ef this Mint, 

especially at the present time. 

Why, sir, I understand—and it is admitted out 

of this House, if not in it—that your appropria- 

tion of $300,000 is by no means sufficient for the 

completion of the work proposed. I do not know 

that it will even buy asite for it. I understand 

that the title of the land upon which it has been 

proposed to build the Mintisstillin dispute. We 

may have a litigation about the land, after expend- 

ing millions upon it, and have to give it up or move 

off. It is far more probable that one, or two, or 

three millions will be swallowed up—judging from 

past experience—before that work will be com- | 
pleted. 

And now, Mr. Chairman, in my humble judg- 

ment, if ever, now is not the proper time for the | 
Government to enter upon that expensive work in 

the present unsettled state of aifairs there. The | 
enormous price of articles of every kind in Cali- | 


fully established, and for a period of years there- | 
sut it will be seen by the prior provisions | 


in California or elsewhere, as a matter of favor to | 


fornia is more than double that of the same in 
other portions of the country. 


not the time for the performance of this work. 


j 


If ever, now is 


The effect of my amendment is to provide for | 


the discontinuance of the erection of that Mint, 
and that we shali rely upon the assay office. | 
think, sir, that is all that is necessary. 


I trust if | 


my amendment is adopted, that the committee will | 


concur in the amendment of the Senate as amended; 


but if my amendment is not adopted, I hope that | 


the recommendation of the Committee on Ways 
and Means will be adopted, and the amendment 
of the Senate be disagreed to. I care little which 
course the House will take. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Has the amendment of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire been offered ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has not yet been of- 
fered 

Mr. MARSHALL. As it is to be offered by 
the gentleman, | desire to have it read. 

The amendment was then again read, as above 
inserted. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Itis my intention, as soon 


as it can be done in order, to move to strike out | 


the entire section, including the proposed amend- 
ment. ‘The amendment itself appears to me to be 
entirely unnecessary, because this section of the 
bill, as it now stands, amounts in effect to the re- 
peal of the bill for the establishment of a branch 
Mint in California. And it goes on further to 
enact a very easy possibility for the squandering 
of the already too limited fund, which was appro- 
priated by the bill establishing the branch Mint 
for the purpose of its establishment. 

Sut before I say anything at all to this section 


of the bill, or to the proposed amendment, I would | 
be glad to correct an error prevalent in this House | 
and in the country, as to the position which the | 


members from California and the State of Califor- 
nia itself occupy in the legislation of this Union. 
It seems to me that if this House constantly re- 
ceives each application of, and treats every law 
relating to, California, as if that State was some- 
thing foreign to the Union, something dissociated 
from the great political system of which it forms 
an integral and most important part, and that we 
are considered either in the light of beggars and 
mendicants, asking for charity at the hands of the 
National Legislature, or as robbers and swindlers 
who seek to defraud the Treasury of the Union, 


in which we have so immediate and vital inter- | 


ests—this is a total mistake—a total misapprehen- 
sion. In the progress of this country, it has 
acquired the territory of California—a more valu- 
able territory, in proportion to its extent, than 
any other which belongs to the Union. We are 
in the position of a purchaser of a great and mag- 
nificent estate. The question which rises here, 
then, is, whether we shall improve this estate, 
which we have acquired at such immense cost. 
Every California question is not a question be- 
tween the citizens of that country and the Union, 
in which they are arrayed in hostility against 
each other, representing incompatible and conflict- 
ing interests. This-and all other questions which 
have been broached in this House by the Repre- 
sentatives of the State of California, interest the 
whole Union, and each and every part of it are 
equally involved in them. A wise administration 
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of the affairs of that State is of vital consequence | 
to the whole Union, and ought to be contem- | 


plated in that light. Every improvement of that 
State, every measure for its safety and protection, 
is for the safety and protection and for the dignity 
and honor of the whole Union. Although so far 
removed in space, we are and feel ourselves a part 
of the great American people, though we are an 
advanced guard, not only of American, but of the 
whole wide world’s civilization. It is alike the 


duty, then, and the interest of the National Legis- | 
lature to protect this territory which they have | 


acquired, or else abandon it. That is the alterna- 
tive which gentlemen will be obliged at some day, 
and ought now to prepare themselves to meet. 

W hy, sir, that State has already submitted— 


quietly, without repining, almost without remon- | 
strance—submitted to oppression in comparison to | 
which those which drove these States from the | 
Money has | 


British Empire were as nothing. 
flowed out of the pockets of our people into the 


National Treasury without representation upon | 
this floor,and when we come to seek its restora- | 


tion, we are absolutely met with a smile of deris- 
ion, even by the D@&nocrats of this House. 








Feb. 28, 


Producing $100,000,000 annually of the crude 
material from which the currency of the world ig 
formed, we are without a measure of value. The 
United States retain in their own hands that soy. 
ereign — of coining metal which is essentia> 
to the daily payment of our daily wages, and re. 
fuse to exercise it in our behalf. We produces 
nothing but gold, and unless we are empowers) 
by the National Legislature to give that gold 
stamp and measure of its true value, it is impogsi. 
ble for the workmen in our mines to get their fair 
day’s wages for the hardest day’s work. 

have neither time nor physical strength, 
is this the proper occasion, to recapitulate tie "ross 
and glaring neglects and oppressions under whic} 
that State has suffered; whilst not one Impatient 
demonstration has yet attested her consciousness 
of these injuries—not a groan has escafed from 
her. Ido not wish to speak threateningly, | q, 
not think I can frighten anybody. I do not wigh 
to scare anybody, and I hate to think of disunion. 
but Ido say to gentlemen, if the United States 
has neither the energy nor the intelligence to sup. 
ply one of its own members, one of its own goy 
ereign independent States, with laws securing the 
common rights of all freemen everywhere, that 
we shall be obliged, in vindication of our Saxon 
descent, to show that we spring from the same 
revolutionary stock; we will be obliged to provide 
for ourselves, for our own defense, to coin our 
own money, and to make such treaties with this 
Union as will promote our interests and secure 
our own safety. 

Now, sir, em here more especially as the 
representative of the mining interest. There was 
nothing in all the many objects which | had in 
coming here so especially interesting to me; nothing 
looked forward to with so much interest by the 
people whom I represent, in part, upon this floor; 
nothing of so great actual moment in our every- 
day’s actual business, as the establishment of a 
Mint for the coinage of our gold. 

We did succeed, after California had applied to 
Congress for more than two years for the estal- 
lishment of a Mint, in getting through the House 
a mutilated and insufficient provision, but which 
was yet better than nothing—a bill which satisfied 
a people so accustomed to injustice—a people so 
easily satisfied, as the people of this Government 
have thought California to be—a bill which pro- 
vided thata certain work, expensive in California, 
expensive everywhere, should be contracted for, 
and contracted to be completed entire, for a sum 
wholly inadequate for its completion. 

Still there are now pending, under the law 
passed by Congressat the last session, offers in the 
Treasury Department for building a Mint in com- 
pliance with the law, and for the amount provided 
for under that Jaw. What sort of a Mint it will 
be, I cannot pretend to prophesy. It will be some 
kind of a blacksmith shop, which will prevent us 
from being swindled out of two and three quar- 
ters per cent. upon all the gold dug in the State, 
as now happens under the operation of this assay 


ered 
the 


nor 


office. It willbe better than that, atleast. [t wil! 
be rough in its exterior. We expect that. We 


do not want any display of architectural magnili- 
cence. Wedo notask millions to be expended, as 
here around this center of the national interest, in 
the gratification of State pride. We do not ask 
for forests of columns and mountains of polished 
marble, which are here voted for no purpose but 
to violate republican simplicity, and indulge the 
same vanity which exhausted a people to pile up 
the ** sarum immobile’? of Roman pomp. We do 
not want anything of that sort. Any log-cabin, 
in which we can stamp upon the product of our 
labor its true value and give it currency, will 
answer our purpose. And that we can getunder 
the offers.now filed in the Treasury Department. 

By the wisdom of somebody or the other—I do 


'not know who, but I should suppose the whole 


House and Senate, from the amount of wisdom 
exhibited, have been concerned—a section is now 


| offered which, in effect, repeals the Mint bill, and 


undoes all that was done at the last session; and 
goes on further to provide that the then appropria- 
tion shall be squandered for objects wholly useless 
and not at all desired by the country. This section 
gives to the Secretary of the Treasury the unlim- 
ited and irresponsible power of making contracts; 
it puts into his hands, without any sort of guard 
or protection whatever, the right to rent, to pur- 


|| chase, or to lease an assay office, the very thing 


+ 


Mining is a hard trade. 
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en wanting to get rid of, the very 
it of all for perpetrating against us 

of which we bave been complaining all 

e. tie ts to lease or purchase an assay 

1 it is to be done out of so much of the 
<300,000 originally given for a Mint as may be 
; I do not want to re- 
want to say anything 
knows | have never said 


did know on any question yet, and I will 


y for that 
inyt xdy; 1 do not 
J J 


purvwuse, 


: j 
not know; and God 


1 ; jt now, because | hope that this amend- 
: will be stricken out. But Ll will make a bet 


st all the odds that a gambler’s conscience 
would permit him to take, that there will not be 
of this $300,000 left after this renting, 

ising, Or pure nasing Is c ompleted, 


7 ned tl isles cat ieies t ‘ably closely 
ave examined these subjects loiera ny closely, 


1 | happen to find out a good many things that 

,ventlemen, cannot, in the nature of things, 
! \ 

i out; and [ hope, then, when I do make sig- 


hints, like the one 1 now deliberately mean 

ce, you will give me credit for knowing 
than I say, or perhaps more than it would 
rudent to say. will be respousible before 
say and what | do, and if 


neople for what I 


vou will votethis thing down, and say that I said 
), | have political reputation and political hopes 
ch at home to make it a pledge of some mo- 


ment which 1 give to this House, that, if you will 
» you will do what is right. 
ARTTER. We will do i it. Make your 
motuon. 

riesallover the Hall—** 

‘« You are right!’’ 
Mr. MARSHALL. I read from the Senate 
endments part of the objectionable provision: 
That no contract be made for the erection and 
lishment of said Mint until the further order 
Now, we were two years in getting 
‘ern through that we did. In the course of 


nan events, and in the development of the 


Make your motion!” 


it Vongress. 


ie con 


efficiency of the House, I would like to know when 
Congress is going to take any further action on 
the subject? Why, our grandchildren will not live 


» see a Mint in California! Four years would be 
e shortest time in which it would be possible, in 
e nature of things, and the rules of the House. 


r years will be the very shortest time. Butare 

we all of this time to have that assay office, which 
been cursed by every man not a professing 
‘hristian is California for the last three years? 


Laughter.} Are we to have that assay office, 
king two and three-quarters per cent. out of 


very miner’s pocket, for putting his gold into a 


ape So that he will not lose the whole of in 
arrving it in a buckskin bag @ll over the coun- 


‘I will give you, Mr. Chairman, one week’s op- 
rations of a miner. He gets two or three hun- 
lred dollars; comes down to San Francisco with 
in the shape of gold dust. He cannot sell it 
ithout a sacrifice of about twelve per cent.; the 
ssay Office will only charge him two and three- 
juarters per cent. for running it into bars, but 
they cannot do it, they tell him, for a month or 
six weeks. Now, if a miner undertakes to stay 
1 San Francisco a month or six weeks, he will 
ret nothing from the assay oflice or anywhere 
se; by that time the expense will have consumed 
the whole rere |. He then goes to a banking 
—some such institution as Palmer, Cook & 
Company. He tells them, *‘I have got this gold 
lust and it is almost of no account to me; | do not 
know what to do with it. The assay office will 
not work it up into any shape for six weeks, and 
I cannot stay here all that time, for it is more than 
my gold is worth. The banking house, very 
lly and generously—for you must know that 
iL IS very intimate with the assay ofiice—t hey ure 
iwfully intimate! and of course kind offices are 
done between business men—the banking house, 
I say, pays him the value of his gold, taking off 
five per cent., which is the rate of interest the 
miner has to pay per month—the banker pays 
Lim in slugs, the same shape into which the assay 
office runs the gold. 
Now, the miner’sgold does not lay at the assay 
office six weeks—there is nothing of the kind—it 
is assayed at once, and five per cent.is made off of 
him in the first and the egies has the 
use of the gold for the six weeks, which is equa! 
to five per cent. additional. ‘These things are 
true. They are hard, and make people angry. 
The miner has enough 


instance, 


to bear from the nature of his avocation. and this 
thing will nota iswer. r is National Le lat 

ougnt to understand 
They ought to 
series of trauds which h 


ston t 


ave been perpetrated, in 


be form or the other, eversince gold was first dis- 
Well, this section 


makes it hopeless for four or five years 


covered there. 
tion and 
and the assay office will be a fixed fact in the 
tory of Cali 


ae tles the ques- 

his- 

ullfornia, and a robbery of its people a 

part of the history of the action of Congress. 
The amendment of the cent! 


entleman from New 
Hampshire wil be worse than the Sen: ate amen d- 


ment, a more efficient provision forthe destr uction 
of the prosperity of that State, and a } 
tion of the rights of its people. 1 will not stop 
however, to speak on that amend ae because if 
this section be stricken out, how n 

will the House see the necessity for re jecting the 
amen denead of the gentleman, which ts like the 
Senate amendment in its charac ‘ter, but infinitely 
worse? The Mint bill is inefficient = bad, but 
it is better than none. It will satisfy us. We will 
not be so plundered as we have amie We shall 
feel grate! ful if C ongress will but let alone the little 
that it has done heretofore. I enter 

section, and its spirit and int 


the amendment of the gentlem: 


lainer viola- 


h sore clearly 


against the 
ntion, and against 
in, the most solemn 
protest it is within my power to offer. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I agree with the gentleman from 
California in his opposition to this section. He is 
1 think, entirely right, and I trust that 
mittee will strike it out. I do not, however, con- 
cur with the gentleman in his ideas in regard to the 
treatment of California by the Federal Government 
—very far from it, because I think that no new, no 
old country, no portion of this Union has been 
wernes as well as California. 

s altogether bad. 


the com- 


I admit the section 
Tr here are several Pp rovisions in 
it which, if it is to pass, ought to be amended; 
relying on the committee being willing, at least, as 
the gentleman says, that the bill which was passed 
last year for the establishment of a Mint in Cali 
fornia will be carried out, I shall make no such 
motion. lam told from good authority that bids 
are now before the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the building of that Mint. The committee oucht 
not to hesitate, for the amendment would be throw- 
ing away the $300,000 on an assay office. I hope 
hat the recommendation of the Committee on 
Ways and Means will be agreed to, and that the 
section will be stricken out and the matter le 
where it is now. It is unnecessary to offer further 
argument on it. Let San Francisco have the Mint 
[ see a good many things covered up which I had 
risen to lay bare to the committee; but as a gen- 


but 


eral dis sposition seems to prev: ull in favor of s 
ss section out, I shall not do so. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I hope the gentleman will 
expose them. I would do it myself were it not 
for peculiar circumstances. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 

Mr. EVANS 
ical speech. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I had hoped that we would 
get through with this bill without general debate. 
[ will state to the committee that it is utterly im- 


striku @ 


I would do it if time permitted. 


l am not going to make a polit- 


possible, unless by the closest vigilance, to p 
the appropriation bills in the time that is left us. 

Mr. I ‘VANS. While I was out to-day, the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] repeated 
the ren last week when I was sick, 
with reference to the light-house system. He 
showed, as | believe, hostility to it in advance, 
and an indisposition to give it a fair tri 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a point of eal and 
I do so because if the gentleman foes 


irks he made 


on and 
makes a speech, | desire the privilege of reply, but 
if there be no speech made I desire to ms ake no re- 
ply. Under the rules of the House, a member 
must confine himself particularly to the subject 
under debate, and at this period of the session I 
do not think that we should deviate from that es- 
sential rule. I do not wish to be under the neces- 
sity of replying to the gentleman, but if he goes 
on and makes a long speec h and onens the subject, 
the whole day may be consumed to the delay of 
the pressing public business. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair holds, althouch 
it has been the practice of the committee 
mit general debate on appropriation bi 
ine to the rules 


to per- 
ecord- 
, that when a biil with Senate amend- 
ments is before the committee that remarks ought 
to be strickly confined to the amendment under 


msideration, and t refore d es tl ‘ ‘ ? 
is out of or ' 

Mr. EVANS 

od oy ‘ y \ } 
His argument 

Mr. HIBBARD, ,w 
drew his a 

The amendment « S “ then non- 
concurret 

The foll 

s* Sy 7 ° 
or silver shal 

oO pieces as at , 
than five oun i 
the charge tor 
gots, or disks, s 
the operation to 
retary of the Tre 4 \ 
is hereby authoriz { c 
new sliver ‘ 
amendatory ot ex 
quarter dollar, | 

Mr. DUNHAM, | wing amend- 
ment: To strike out fi 1 the nm nent « 
the section down to the words ** of the Treasury . 
where they first « ir, and insert the following: 

* That when gold ors r sha ‘ ast in bare, ingots, 
or formed in disks atthe Mint of t United Stat Vv 
of the branch t } } i ! ina 
forming said ba wots, ord . Shall be to but not 
exceed the actual cost of the operation, j » labor 
wastage, use of machinery, materials, &c., to be regulated 
from time to time by the Secretary of the Treasury: Pro 
vided, Said charges shall not exceed one half of one per 
cent.”’ 

Mr. DUNHAM. The object of the amend 
ment of the Senate, I suppose, was to accomplish 
what was recommended by the Committee on 


Wavs and Means in the coinage bill 
same subject; but the language of the 


does not accomplish that object 


upon the 
amendment 
entirely. The 
first part of this section is entirely 
and changes a 


unnecessary > 
portion of the coinage bill, which 
provides ‘that when goldand silver shall be cast 

»r formed into bars or ingots or disks, no pieces 
‘as aforesaid shall be cast or formed of less weight 
‘than five ounces.’’ This is all provided for in 
the coinage bill, and it is unnecessary to put this 
provision again in this bill. The o yject of the 


amendment is to make the seigniorage, when the 
rold is cast into bars or ingots, e jual to the ex 
penses of manufacture, and not to exceed or be 
less than that, and to be regulated under the dire 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasur) 


Mr. B ROOKS The oe ntleman will find the 
necessity of modifying the amendment as ‘‘ here- 


inbefore provided 


Mr. DUNHAM. Those words must be strick 
en out, as the section before it has been stricken 
out. 

Mr. BROOKS. I am in favor of a portion of 
the Senate amendment as it now stands, fre 
it repeals, or proposes to re peal, in substance, the 
seigniorage act which we passedg@he other day, 
under the pressure of the previous question that 


very extraordinary act which in February of this 
year in this first provided that a very 
larce portion of the act should ro mto j 
the past year, that is June Ist, 1852, though we 
passed it in Fel ruary, 1853 Now, as the propo 
of the gentleman from Indiana, {Mr. Don- 
HwAM,| or rather the proposition from the Senate, 
is to repeal a larger portion of the whole act, I 
think it a wise amendment, for the act was 
one, and that we ought therefore 
soon as possible. 

The bill as it stands before us amended exempts 
the holders of gold who form it into bars, isgots, 
or disks from what is calle Y ; 
from all charges of that character or kind, except 


section, 


sition 


to amend it as 


seigniorace; t} it 1s 


the actual cost of the work, which is now being paid 
by the holder or depo itor. So far, then, as t} 
House retraces the hasty steps it took the other 
day, the retract but I think that it should 
eo further yet, and repeal all F 
re 

on gold whatsoever. The act, as Is NOW pro- 


t, 
nosed to have it stand, must have this tendency: 


ion 1s WIse: 


orare 


it will induce the holders to order their depos 

to be returned to them solely in ineote, bara, or 
disks, because the expense of coir e there will 
be only what is the actual expense, w! f they 
coined it into dollar pieces, quart sles. or half 
eagles, the currency which the ; 
and which is the most nece ntry 
at this time, it will subject t t 
of coining: that te one ha! ner c Tt 
would be a very unwise prov t seems to me 
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thus to tempt the large holders of gold dust or bul- 
lion who make their deposits to require returns to be 
made to them in ingots, bars, and disks, subject 
only to theactual expenses of casting, and freed from 
the additional expense of coining, when the great 
body of the people of the country desire coinage, not 
cablings; that ie ’ dollar pieces, quarter eavies, and 
half eagles, that the act as it stands here subjects 
to the full seigniorage of one half of one per cent. 
Notwithstanding all this, I am in favor of the pro- 
vision as it now stands, because it frees my peo- 
ple from an enormous tax which the House the 
other day imposed upon them; for it enables the 
holders of goid in the city which I represent to 
make their deposits and to require the return of 
bars, ingots, or disks, and not in the costly coin- 
we of the smaller pieces of gold. My consutu- 
ents who can under the law make foreign coinage 
a legal tender, will never subject themselves to one 
half of one per cent. to have smal! American coins, 
more especially when they can export bars and 
ingots, assayed, refined, and parted at a smal! cost. 
@i'ike whole thing is wrong; and I would cet rid of 
all of it if | could; but [ am rejoiced to be relieved 
from the part which immediately oppresses my 
constituents. 

At the proper time, when the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana {Mr. Dunnam}, is dis- 
posed of, I will propose to exempt from this 
seigniorage tax, the dollar pieces, quarter eagles, 
and half eagles, in order to enable the people of 
the country to have a circulation of small gold 
coins among them, the better to take the place of 
bank paper and bank notes, which are used now 
more freely than they would be if the people were 
supplied with small gold coins. ‘The Mint has 
been spending all its energies upon the double 
eagles, ($20 pieces, ) and what the bill does in ef- 
fect, is to stop the coining of them for the casting of 
bars and ingots. But it provides no popular cur 
rency; it gives the people no substitute for small 
bank notes, but, on the contrary, directly favors 
them by giving a premium on the seigniorage on 
gold bars against small coins. 

I do not, from the hasty reading, quite compre- 
hend the amendment of the gentleman from In- 
diana, and I am glad to see that he is about to rise 
to make some further explanation of it. It is 
dangerous to legislate on the currency by passing 
amendments only read at the desk in the noise 
and confusion of the House, and I should be 
happy to hear the gentleman’s explanation. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The proposition contained 
in the amendment I propose is a very simple one. 
It provides that the actual cost only to the Gov- 
ernment of manufacturing disks, bars, or ingots, 
shall be charged to the person for whose benefit 
the manufacturing is done, so that the charge does 
net exceed one half of one per cent. This is the 
object of it. The law of last session establishing 
the California Mint, authorized such a charge to 
the full amounTof such expense, without limita- 
tion, to be imposed, as the gentleman has stated. 
W hether that cost was one half of one per cent. or 
two per cent., it would be charged under that law. 
That is the reason why, during the last year, there 
have been no bars or ingots manufactured under 
that clause of the law, but the coinage has been 
rather of the twenty dollar pieces, because the hold- 
ers of the gold having it coined into twenty dollar 
pieces can use them for their convenience as mer- 
chandise as well as the bars and ingots, and they 
had to pay no charge whatever upon the coins, 
but would have had to pay the full actual cost of 
the making the barsandingots Thatis one rea- 
son why there has been such an extensive coin- 
age of double eagles during the last year. 

i certainly do not agree with the gentleman from 
New York in reference to taking off entirely the 
seigniorage On the smaller coins, and for this rea- 
son: If you amend this clause in the bill as I pro- 
pose, you will then leave the manufacture of small 
coin and bars and ingots and disks upon pre- 
cisely the same footing; for as every gentleman 
who has given attention to the subject knows the 
average cost of coining the coins for general circu- 
lation is fully one half of one per cent., and as by 
the bill passed the other day the charge cannot ex- 
ceed one half of one per cent., therefore the charge 
for coinage of these coins is what I propose to make 
it upon the bars and ingots theactual cost by this 
amendment. The man who has his gold coined 
into small coins must pay the cost of the manu- 
facture, and the man who has it coined into bars 


or ingots should pay not more than the cost, be- 
cause if he does, you see at once you take away 
the very object which we had in view in imposing 
this seigniorage—thal is, to induce the holder to 
have his gold and silver intended for exportation 
if the same charge 
is imposed for manufacturing bars and ingots that 
is imposed for manufacturing the small coin, or if 
you manufacture the smal! coins for nothing while 
you charge a percentage on the making into bars 
or ingots Instead of having the gold intended for 
exportation carried into bars and ingots, they 
will have it at once eoined into the smaller coins, 
because they will have to pay for it if carried into 
bars and ingots, but will not if made into such 
coms. 

Mr. BROOKS. The point I wish the gentle- 
man to understand Is, that if you cast gold into 


made into ingots and disks. 


bars, ingots, or disks, it will be done very cheap, 
and if you cast it into dollar pieces, quarter eagles, 
or half eagles, the coinage will be dear. There- 
fore you hold out a premium to the depositor of 
gold, in making his deposit, to demand a return 
ot bars or ingots, and you tempt him to resist the 
coinage of the smaller coin—the gold pieces, the 
quarter and the half eagles—the consequence of 
which is, that you will have, in the main, bars or 
ingots coined, and you will not have the dollar 
pieces, the quarter and the half eagles, which the 
people desire, because that is the dear coinage and 
the other 1s the cheap. 

Mr. DUNHAM. That objection amounts to 
nothing, for this reason: if gold is intended for ex- 
portation it will go to the place where it is needed. 

Mr. BROOKS. What right has this Govern- 
ment, in regulating coinage, to make gold into 
bars or ingots?) Any man can bar iron or sheet 
copper. 

Mr. DUNHAM. In that remark I agree with 
the gentleman precisely. I think the Government 
ought to have nothing to do with coinage, except 
what is absolutely necessary for its circulation. | 
think that all but that should be left, as other 
manufactures are left, to individuals. But we 
have not adopted that principle. If the gentleman 
wil bring forward a proposition to place our Gov- 
ernment, in this respect, upon the same footing 
as all the other Governments of the world, | will 
go for it most heartily. I believe ours is the only 
country in the world where gold is refined and 
made tnto bullion by the Government. 

Mr. BROOKS. Theact which was passed the 
other day is of so outrageous a character, that if 
it stands as it is, there will never be any bars or 
ingots cast at the Mint. It will be done by indi- 
viduals, as bar iron and sheet copper are now 
manufactured. 

Mr. DUNHAM. If I was certain that that 
would be the case, [ should be perfectly satisfied, 
because I think the Government ought to wash its 
hands of gold refining and gold barring. AsI re- 
marked before, the United States is the only 
country where the Government as a Government 
carries on this kind of manufacture. Gentlemen 
tell me the Government is paid forit. That is 
very true. By the law as it now stands, they are 


paid for it, and the only object of the amendment | 


which I propose, is to control the amount that is 
to be charged to the depositors. 
Mr. SKELTON. I have but a few words to 


say in regard to this amendment of the Senate; | 


and I believe it is of sufficient importance to war- 
rant us in examining it for a few moments. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The | 


reasons which the gentleman from New York | 


{Mr. Brooks] has given the committee why we 
should pass this amendment, are the very reasons 
which should induce every man in this House, 
who is not a representative of the great commer- 
cial emporiums of the United States, to vote against 
the amendment. He says that in coining bars 


and ingots, we charge only the cost, whereas in | 


coining gold for circulation, we charge half of one 
per cent., and he says that if we charge so much 
more for coining gold for circulation than for coin- 
ing gold for export, the result will be that all the 
gold brought into the country, will be sent to the 
Mintand turned into bars and ingots, for the special 
accommodation of the large shipping-merchants 
of New York. Now, the question I ask this 
committee is, whether we should legislate for the 
benefit of the shipping-merchants of New York, 
or for the benefit of the currency of the country? 
I hope the amendment will be rejected for the very 


reason urged by the gentleman from New York. | 


established was to furnish to the country a 
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It is satisfactory to him because it suits the com 
mercial men of New York; it is unsatisfactory ;, 
the rest of the country, because it fails to fur; ul 
a currency, which is the great object of the Mint. 

Now, if there is a uniform charge of one hal} 
one per cent.,jtmakes no difference what is the size 
of thecoin. You will have such coins struck as are 
demanded by the interests of the country, and the 
laws of trade and currency. But if we charge Je 
per cent. on large pieces than on small ones, 
the gold will be struck in large pieces, and we sha 
he deficient in small ones. 

I agree with the gentleman from New York, thas 
this Government has no right to manufactnre cold 
into bars for the purpose of exportation. The 9}. 


he ob- 
ject for which the Mint of the United States , 


was 


) 


of 
t 


al} 
mh 
if 


lating medium useful to all the citizens of is eis 
try, and for that reason its operations have been 
heretofore confined entirely to the coinage of gola 
and silver for circulation. 

Sir, | hope this amendment will be voted down. 
for the reason that it is unequal—charging an up- 
equal percentage upon equal quantities of gold, 
In addition to this, [ hope it will be voted down 
because the gentleman from New York has ex 
pressly declared that it is for the special accommo- 
dation of the shipping merchants of New York, 
and in opposition to the interests of the creat 
masses of the people of the United States. 1 shal] 
vote against the amendment, and I hope every 
other gentleman will do so who thinks that a Mint 
should be carried on for the benefit of the masse 
of the people, and not for the benefit of a few mer- 
chants. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. [differ froma cood 
many of the gentlemen who have addressed the 
committee, with respect to the expediency of cast- 
ine gold into bars and ingots. I do not.read the 
clause in the Constitution as some gentlemen see} 
to read it. It declares that Congress shall have 
authority to coin money. 

Mr. BROOKS. Not to cast bars. 

Mr. BAYLY. Yes, sir; if Congress sees fit to 
cast its coin in that shape. The first metallic 
money in the world was in bars, and iron bars, at 
that. The meaning of the word ** coin,’’is to put 
a Government stamp on it denoting its value. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Without reference to the shape? 

Mr. BAYLY. The shape in which it may be, 
whether round or square, has nothing to do with 
the question whether it is coin or not. Whether 
itis coin or not depends upon the fact whether 
its value has been attested by a Government stamp. 
The very derivation of the word * coin”’ defines 
what is meant by the word. Gentlemen have fre- 
quently referred to the necessity of adding to our 
currency double eagles, eagles, and quarter eagles, 
and so forth. Now, if you wish to increase the 
quantity of those coins, for the purpose of circu- 


| lation—and they have urged the establishment of 


Mints to accomplish the object—you cannot ac- 
complish that object so effectually in any other 
way as by ¥asting the great mass of this Califor- 
nia gold into bars and ingots. When itis thrown 
into bars and ingots, it will be more convenient as 
a basis for the banks of the country, than it is in 
the smaller coins. It will be more convenient, too, 
for the purpose of exportation. It will take the 
place, in the vaults of the banks, and in the ex- 
port of gold, of the smaller coins which will thus 
be thrown into circulation, and retained in the 
country. In the shape of bars, it is more conve 
nient for banks and for export, than in the shape 
of eagles. It is easier counted, and there is less 
danger of counterfeiting than in any other. For 
instance, take a bar of gold, and any one can as- 
certain, with a pair of scales and a rule, its exact 
value. Ifthe dimensions areright, and the weight 
is right, all is right. It is chemically impossible, 
with a large bar of gold, to commit a counterfeit. 
With any other metal, of less value, it is impos- 
sible to make the size and weight correspond with 
gold. If it have the size, it will be deficient in 
weight, and if it have the weight, it will be too 
large. 

Sir, I utterly deny that under the clause of the 
Constitution in respect to coinage, you are com- 
pelled to cast the metal in a round shape or in 
any other particular shape. 

Mr. BROOKS. I wish to understand the point 
made by the gentleman from Virginia. Do I un- 
derstand him to say that it is not within the power 
of a State to cast bars or ingots, and to impress 
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those bars or ingots their value? Is it not 
»wer of an individual holder of bullion, of 
nkine house, or of a bullion broker, to 


»oon a bar or ingot its weirht and value? 
Sonstitution 


re anything in the Federal ¢ 
forbids this exercise of power? 
BAYLY. ‘Thatdepends entirely upon our 
ition upon this subject. Congress has the 
to coin money and to punish the counter- 
f the current of the United States. 
Congress should authorize the coinage of bars 
1 ingots, and should prohibit the counterfeit of 
_no State or individual would have the right 
yim that coin. I have no difficulty what- 
er upon that point. Congress may direct what 
of coin it will have cast at the Mint, and if it 
-ves out the casting of gold into bars and ingots, 
y, anybody may do it, as in the case of other 
“Nobody can make a copper cent for cur- 
violating the laws of the United 
b ut the coinage of the United States is con- 
is concerned, to cents, and 


Vir 


coin 


ro 


tate 


Y ithou 
y without 
~ tes, 


so farasc opper 


erefore, nobody is prohibited from making cop- 
er bars, or of putting any stamp upon it he 
eases, or using copper In any other way. Itde- 


ids entirely upon the legislation of Congress 
other individuals or States can go into the busi- 
ss of casting bars and ingots of gold in any par- 
They may cast them in any other 
m than adopted by the Government, but 
y cannot counterfeit a form thus adopted. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I do not rise for the purpose 
f entering into this discussion, but to appeal to 
e committee to take the vote. We have not as 
h time to devote to the remaining bills as we 
e viving to this. We have got along so satis- 
rily with this bill, discussing every propo- 
on, that! do hope we a be pe rmitted to pur- 


’ 


rorm. 
th it 


same course with all the appropriation 

But if we consume much more time upon 
imendment, which | have no doubt every 
member of the committee understands by this 
time, we shall be under the necessity of acting on 
the other appropriation bills ina way that none of 
us liketodo. I hope, therefore, that we shall be 


lowed to take the vote and go on with the amend- 
ifs 
Mr. SACKETT. I desire to say a few words 
in this amendment before the question is taken, 
it | do not intend to detain the committee long. 
| am opposed to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Dunnam] as it now stands, 
nd | wish to state one or two reasons why I am 
osed to it. | am opposed to it, in the first 
ice, because, if it passes there will be a differ- 
nee in the value of gold in coin and gold cast into 
bars and ingots, and all the gold brought from 
California, or imported from elsewhere, will be 
cast into bars and ingots. 

W hat the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty} 
says is undoubtedly true, that it will be more con- 
venient for the banks; it will be more convenient 
fi brokers; it will be more convenient for ex- 
portation; and it can be procured at a cheaper rate. 
‘The consequence will be, as certain as effect fol- 

Ws that there will be no coinage for cir- 
culation among the people. None of this fifty or 
sixty millions of gold which comes into the coun- 
try every year will be converted into coin. 

But another consequence will follow: This gold 
which is east into bars and ingots will bear a dif- 
ferent value in the market from the coin, from the 
fact that it costs a different price to reduce the 
original article of the same value and form into 
the forms to which they are respectively to be 
brought. ‘The consequence will be that these 
bars and ingots will be at a premium in the mar- 
ket above the coin of the country, because it will 
cost less to produce them. What will then fol- 
low? Why, sir, every dollar of the gold and sil- 
ver of the country will be in the hands of the bro- 
kers, bankers, and exporters, and none of this 
immense amount which is now brought into the 
country every year will be coined and go into the 
circulation of the country among the people. 

this amendment is to prevail in any form—and I 
do not know but it should prevail in some form— 
there should be inserted in it the word ‘‘coin,’’ so 
that the same principle may apply to all. There 
is nO propriety in the Government making a 
profit out of the coinage of the gold of the ¢oun- 
uy and if there is any propriety in this- provision 

taching to ingots, bars, and disks, why the same 
vole should apply co the coin. 


ir the 


cause, 


If 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. DUNHAM. 


I simply wish to state to the 


House that the seigniorase provided for in the 
other bill does not equal the actual expense of 
making the coin. 

A Memser. It does more than that in Califor- 


nia. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
it does not. 

Mr. SACKETT. All I wish to say is, 
same rule should be made to apply to al 
it does or not, lam not able to say. If there 
be a difference made, then plainly the original 
amendment should not sonal If there is 
no difference, then I have no objection to it But 
I repeat, if there is to be a difference made, the 
Senate amendment should not prevail. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | 
committee do now rise, wit! 
this debate. 

The question was put, and 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman 
Har) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the state of the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the bill of the 

(No. 335) ** to supply defi clencies in the 
priations for the servic e of the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, l 853,’ and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I submit the following reso- 
lution, and upon its adoption I call the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union on the bill of House 
(No. 335) to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending June, 1853, 
shall in five minutes after its consideration shall 
again be resumed, (if the committee shall not soone 
1 conclusion upon the same,) and the committee shall then 
proceed to vote on such amendments as may be per nding, 
or offered to the same, shall then reportitto the 
with such amendments as may have been agreed to by 
comiunittee. 


jut take them all together, 
that the 
|; whether 


is te 


to be 


move that this 
a view of terminating 
the motion was 
and the Speaker 


" (Mr. 


House 


apy 


the 
the Juth o 
crease 


reome to 


| , 
House, 


the 


and 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken, and the reso 
was adopted. 


Mr. HOUS 


be suspended, 


lution 
? 
ruies 
self 
of 


that the 


resolve tt 


STON. I now move 
and that House 
Committee of the W hole on the state 


the 
into the 
the Union. 

The question was put, and the motion agreed 
to. 


So the rules were suspended. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Haut in the chair,) and resumed the 


ation of the deficiency bill, the pending 
question being upon the adoption of Mr. Dun- 
HAM’s amendment to the Senate amendment. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Dun- 
HAM’s amendment to the Senate amendment; and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE 


further, by adding the following: 


consider 


I move to amend 


And the said silver coins glhal! be a lawful tender in pay 
ment of all debis; and Shall be convertible 
atthe option of the holder, whenever presented at the Mint 
of the United States in not less than five dollars: 


it 
mito gold coin, 


sums Of 


And provided further ‘hat said silver coins shall not be 
alloyed by any other metal below the standard of the pres 
ent silver coinage of the United States. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not propose, at this late 


period of the session, to detain the committee 


even to occupy the five minutes to which, under 
the rules, I am entitled. In the bill which you 
have lately passed—a bill revulating the silver 


coinage of the United States, which, as | under- 
stand it, is to supply the deficiency in the cir- 
culating medium of the country for the fractions of 
the dollar—you have provided that it shall on! y 
be made a legal tender in en of debts ofless 
than five dollars. Now, sir, if this is intended to 
accommodate the trade of the country, this small 
coin should be made a legal tender for all sums of 
whatever amount, and not limited to debts of less 
than five dollars. I propose. therefore, by this 
amendment, to carry out this idea, and make the 
silver coin of the country, of whatever denomina- 
tion, a legal tender in payment of debts of what- 
everamount. I have proposed it in order to pre- 
vent any hardship. 

But, 
more than to briefly explain the object of my 
amendment. 


sir, | promised not to detain the House 


I will therefore simply say that the 


section which is now under consideration confers 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury the power to 
reculate the size of the silver coin, and | ropose 


: 
s coin shal! be received as a legal 


deb Ss 


not have authority 


o provide that tl 


t ayment of all ind also tou provide 


that he shal! 


ender in p 
the siiver 
13 
attain the object in 
m the authority to 
ry as well provide 


to alloy 
standard I think it 


us to 


coin below the present 


for 


we give hi 


perfectly competent 
this manner; for if 
regulate the aize, I think we m 


what | propose. I hope the committee wil! adopt 


the mer dament, 
Mr. DUNHAM. I think the amendment of 
the gentleman is entirely unnecessary The Sec 


retary of the Treasury cannot change the alloy of 
this coin, for that is fixed by law. 
Mr. HOUSTON We will the amend- 


ment down, if you will allow it to go without far- 


vote 
ther discussion, 

The question was then taken, 
amendment was not 


and Mr. 


Howr’s 
agreed to 





Mr BROOKS. | I e anothe amendment to 
' 
this section, lid 1 vi upon it, in order @ 
that It may go 1 n record. | move to insert in 
the sixth e, af the word * disks,”’ the words 
‘feagles, half eagles, quarter eagles and dollar 
pleces;’’ so that tl t portion of the se tion would 

7 t 
then read: 

“Sec. 7. and he it t enacted, That when th ld 
or silver shall be castor formed into bars or t« or dizks, 
no pieces as al wresaid shall t ast fornu iofa 4 
weight than five ounces, unless the ye Of standard fir 
ness, and the charg isting r torn r refining 
said bars, ingots, or disks, ea s, half eagle jarter x 
and dollar pieces shali not exceed the exper of ex ! 
ting.’’ 

I will not detain the committee by any remarks. 

tT j j j 

he question was taken, a be amendmen 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam instructed by the Com 
mittee on W iys and M » offer an amendment 
to this section. I mov > altel the word ** dime Mei 

ey 1 
in the following clause, v! 

** And the Secretary of t l'reasury is hereby authorized 
to regulate the size and devices of the new stiver coin au 
thorized by an act entitied ‘ An act amendatory of existing 
laws relative to the half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and 
half dime ;’ 
to insert as follows, vi 

passed itthe present session : and that to procure euch 
devices, as also the models, mouids, and matrices or ori 
ginal dies for the coins, disks, or ingots aut nacd vy end 
act, the Director of the Mint is empow d, with the ap 
provalof the Secretary of the Treasury, to engage tempora 
rilv for that purpose the services of one or more artists, dis 
tinguished in these respective departments, who shall be 
paid for such services from the coutingent appropriation for 
the Mint; and that hereafter the three ent com now an 
thorized by tae hall be made ofthe weicht ofthree @fhtiahi« 

f the weight of the half dollar, as provided in said act, and 
of the same standard of fineness. 

Mr. BROOKS. I wish the House to have an 


explanation of that. 
{Cries of ** Oh, 7) 
Mr. BROOKS. Well, 


this is another Instance of tinkering with ur- 


no 


r, I will only say that 


rency of the country. I do not pretend ) Vv 
that it is not necessary. I presume itis, We 
have begun, and it will be necessary to tinker 
again andagain. Now, the pre tion 1s to tinker 
the three-cent pieces. The present three-cent 


preces are worth a little 


more than two-and-a-half 
and fifty parts of pure 
the thousand. Now, it 
and nine 

l think perhaps it ought to | 
what you 
this matter of coinave. But I protest against 


hasty, inconsiderate action here, when 
been stopped 


cents, or hundred 
metal in 

change it, 
thousand. 
connection with 


seven 


is proposed to 


make it hundred parts ina 


ve done, i” 
already done in 


this 


have 


the debate 


er the 


has 1, and in the House und 
press of the previous question. I should like 
have it understood. It will 
after, and it is well enough to ¢ 
as wegoalong. This is an important amendment 
but after what has been done to this 
matter, it becomes necessary to do somethir rmore 


to 
here- 
nd things 


be inveé vated 


mnorenhe 
in reference 
and it will be necessary to do something hereafter. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I desire to say a word in reply 
to the gentleman from New York, {Mr. Brooxs,] 
who iscomplaining here and in the newspapers as 


if you had done something monstrous to the cur- 


rency of the country. Now, sir, I say that in 
reference to what the House has done in this mat- 
ter, the gentleman has shown himself pr dly 
ignorant upon the subject. The bill w answer 
the purpose of the country we'll, i" Ly 
not answer the brokers in Wall street. It has 
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it tive liver u ‘ y ‘ thie country Inor i 
ti vhere you V see in general circu nit 
lees than twelve months. I know that gentlemen 


i 


who do not understand this business have repre- 
i in the newspapers that we have, under the 


aan previous question, run iway with 
everything they do not happen to agree with. 
That story. 

Vir Si ELTON. | simply de ire to Say t ait 
[ hope the 


pre sure of tne 
is the whole amount ef the 


committee will vote down all these 


amendments. They are entire Vv unnecessary, 
ana will do me re narm than g rod 
Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment is very 


essential. 

Mr. SKELTON. Iregard them all as entirely 
unessential and unneces wy. I hope the Liouse 
will vote them all down. 


Ihe question was then { iken, and the amend- 
We if Vn 
BROOKS. 


item, nat no chnanve si 


avreed Lo. 
[ propo e, pro forma, 1ddi- 
mid In any Livel 


com except the three-cent 


niece ” 

= Vir. Chairman, if | have manifested the pro- 
found ignorauce which the gentleman from Geor- 
gr [Mr. ‘Toomss | has manifested, I should be 
quiie ashamed of myself; for he is undoing to-day 
the work he did on the seig rage act the other 
day, and thus correcting his own ignorance by 
his own action The Senate of the United States 


hastened to correct a rash and bad law his vote 


sa, and here he is 


own act and confes 


aided to pa to-day amending hi 
own ignorance. The 


¢ » thi: LT 
coimagce and seigniorage act whi nh this riouse 


sing his 


passed a few day ago under the previou 


7 ql lestion 
i 


’ 
and which the gentleman from Georgia voted for, 
imposed a seigniorage of one half of one per cent. 
and disks of gold cast at the Mint; 
amendment here repea!s that part o f the 
act-—a mostimportant part of it—nay , the very prin- 
cipal of itt—and here the gentleman from Georgia 
concurring in that repeal. Whatever may have 
been my opinions upon this subject, ignorant or 
otherwise, the Senate of the United States has 
agreed with me in my action, and the gentleman 
from Georgia is agreeing with me himself. Worse, 
however, was the action of gentlemen who voted 
for that bill. To show that I was right in my re- 
sistance, and the gentleman from Georgia did not 
even know what was in the bill for which he was 
voting, I call attention again to the fact, that the 
first section provides that the act shall go into oper- 
ation June Ist, 1852, an ex post fucto act. The 
bill was passed by the Senate in March, 1852, and 
by the House in February, 1853, but the House, 
ingts haste, under the previous question, p»ssed 
the sfme act, providing in the first section that it 
June Ist, 1852, and the 
gentleman from Georgia voted for it. I leave the 
House to judge now of the share of intellirence 
between us. 


on bars, ingots, 
buat this 


should go into operation 


It is necesfary to make these remarks, Mr 
Chairman, in order to show that | have not been 
ignorant of the legislation of the House, though 
others have, who charge ignorance upon us who 
know what we are about. The House itself 
have agreed with me, and is repealing its own 
action; and [am gla it—for it puts the 
sanction of its authority upon my own foresight 
the other day. I do not know what object the 
gentleman from Georgia has in making this as- 
sault upon me, for I have investigated and studied 
this subject probab ly as much as he has, if not 
more, as -I think time will show. Atany rate, | 
am willing to go to the future upon all I have 
said here upon this subject, and upon all that I 
have written elsewhere. The record whichI have 
made I shall stand by. I will not be ashamed of 
it when we may hereafter meet. Let the future 
judge of our action. I will at any time compare 
notes with him when all these excitements on the 
currency get into full play, and when in the fature 
time develops what has been done. This is a 
subject to which [| have given a good deal of at- 
tention, a good deal of study, and which T have 
laboriously investigated by consulting the author- 
ities of books and the wisdom of practical experi- 
ence. My aim has been to induce the House to 
give the whole abstract and complicated subjecta 
full and fair investigation, but the mode and 
manner of doing business here has forbidden any- 
thing like discussion—anything like investiga- 
tion. A whole currency bill was passed in the 
morning hour, under the high pressure of the pre- 


d to see 


iif nereaitler be 
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vious question. 1 made no factious opposil mn to 


such rash legislation, and if | have resorted to 


the newspapers, it is because, under the opera 
tion of that evious question, 1 could not get 
before the House at 1. When I| address the 


public audience 


| 


through the newspapers, | ad- 
dress ten thousand times as 


large an audience 
as ever assembied here, ai d an audience—w ith all 
due deference I say it—far better able, by its busi- 
ness experience, to J idg of currency and colnage 
than this House. if 1 desire to Sper ak to the coun- 
try, I should seldom waste breath here, for I can 
speak ten times more effectually through the news- 
papers than through the organization of this 
Llouse; aud, with |due deference again, I prefer 
the newspaper voice without to most of the debate 


within. ‘Lhe gentleman from Georgia, then, if he 


means this charge of writing for a taunt, may Im- 


prove upon it; for,in my opinion, the newspapers 


‘ : ] r ' 
without have quite as much inteiligence, to say the 


least, as there 1s here within. When the previous 

question W is moved the other day, I resorted to 
f . : ; ; i ne dicen adadnsield el . 

ho factlous opposition, 1 acquies ed ine hasty 


well known, bad as it 


action of the House, a 

was. I solicited a recall of the previous question, 
nd { he eved gentlemen to give me 

to show to the H 


into; and when it 


an opportunity 
which it had fallen 
in my power, owing to 
1 of the previous question, to address 
Liouse, I resorted to th 


e tne errors 
was not 
the operatio 


3 public new 





the country, in order to bi my opinions before 
the public. There those opinions are; and in 


some future years the gentleman from Georgia 


iay, if he pleases, challenge me before the bar of 
public opinion, to decide whether his tinkering of 


the currency has been right, or whether | have been 
wrong. lam willing to meet him there; and to 
that future opinion I fearlessly commit what I 
have said and written on this subject of coinage, 
currency, and seigniorage. Already | have that 
verdict in part, from the sudden retreat of this 
House on the very measure now before it. 

{ Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The remarks which the gen- 
tleman has made render it necessary that I should 
make some explanation in reference to this amend- 
ment. The gentleman who has just taken his 
seat has said that the object in trying to have the 
previous question voted down the other d: ay was 
that he might press the striking out of this very 
provision, which we have this day repealed, in 
reference to seigniorage, 

Now, the gentleman from New York very well 
knows that the Committee on Ways and Means, 
of which we are both members, had reported to 
this House, and recommended an amendment to 
change that clause in reference to seigniorage upon 
bars and ingots, and to insert the very provision 
which I have this day offered to the committee. 
This very amendment, and every amendment 
which has been offered here, was then recom- 
mended by the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and the House voted them down, under the pre- 
vious question; and if anybody is responsible, 
they are not those who have had this matter es- 
pecially in charge, but the House itself, which 
sustained the call for the previous question, and 
under the operation of it voted down all the 
amendments then offered, and prevented others 
from being offered. 

But I think the gentleman falls into an error, a 
great error, when he says that his object in seek- 
ing to get the floor at that time, to speak against 
the billas it was passed, was Lo oppose the seignior- 
age, Which we have this day modified and changed, 
because I believe that every single member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means was in favor of 
the change, and no one anticipated any opposition 
to it. The gentleman certainly could not have de- 
sired to come into the House and make an argu- 
ment against a measure when every one of the 
friends of the bill was as much opposed to the 
FOVISION as himself. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York 

Mr. BROOKS. If there is no objection, | will 
withdraw the amendment. 

No objection was made, and the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. KING, of New York. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to go back and offer 
an amendment to the clause relating to the com- 
mittee on the investigation of the Gardiner claim. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object! 


vapers of 


Feb. YR 


Several Memsers. [I object! [ object! 


The next Senate amendment in order wan 


i & 
following: 

‘Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the on 
$309,000 be paid to the State of California, out of any py: a 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to | 
to the expenses of the State government prior to the «4 
sion of California into the Union as a State.” ; 

- r . ‘ . 
Mr HoOUS STON. The ( ommittee on W . 


and Spike recommend a non-concu 
amendment. 

Mr. McCORKLE. I move to amend tha 
ate amendment by striking out $300,000 and ;, 
serting in lieu thereof $470,000. If it is propos, : 
to pay any part of the expenses of the State 
California prior to her admission as a St 


rence in thar 


tate int 
the Union, and if it is right to pay any p it in 
iz7nt to pay ah. 

It is a matter of history, I suppose well ky 
to the honorable chairman of the Comm ttee 
Ways and Means ; and to every other membe 
this House, that the Government of the U 


States refused to extend the protection of the 
of the United States over California, save ar 
cepting her revenue laws. It is a fact well knoy 
that without government, without pri tection fro 
the General Government, the people of Calif 
were compelled, from the nece ssity of the case, 
establish a government for themselves. 

{Here a message was received from the Presi. 
dent of the United States, by the hands of M p 
Fittmore, his Private Secretary, informing {J 
House that he had signed certain bills Zz the 
House. ] 7 

Mr. McCORKLE, (resuming.) Though Mr. 
Polk, the then President of the United States, rec. 
ommended and strongly urged in his annual mes. 


sare t 


o Congress, to establish a territorial govern. 
ment in California, yet it was not done, and while 
we were organizing eens ee and sup- 
porting ovr own officers connected with the Stat 


government, you were at the same time collecting 
taxes of us to the amount of $1,500,000. We wer: 


compelled, I say, to pay all of our own expenses; 
and if it is right and proper that you should pay 
back to us a portion of the expenses thus incurred 
in supporting a government which you ought to 
have given us, and which you pave alw ays given 
to every other Territory, it is right and proper 
that you should pay all. 

We claim—and the people of California have in- 
structed us upon that subject—that all of this money 
collected prior to the-extension of your revenue 
laws over us, and prior to our admission as a 
State into the Union, should be refunded, because 
it was collected without authority of law. We 
were taxed without a representation upon this 
floor, and that money properly and justly belongs 
to the people of California. 

The people of California instructed us upon thi: 
subject as follows: 

** Resolved by the Senate and Assembly, That we deeply 
regret that Congress has so long delayed in refunding to the 
State of California moneys collected in her ports, and from 
the honest igdustry of her citizens, previous to her admis 
sion into the “ederal Union. 

*¢ Resolved, That we consider the fund heretofore know: 
as the ‘civ 7 rund of California,’ to be the property of 1 
State, and that any other application of it by the General 
Government we hold to be unjust and ungenerous. Tax 
tion without representation is a principle always repudiated 
by the American people. 

*¢ Resolved, That onr Senators be instructed and our Rep 
resentatives requested to continue all honorable exertions 
to procure trom Congress the recognition of our rights to the 
moneys taken from us by the General Government, and an 
appropriation to that effect: and that we call upon our sister 
States to see that this act of justice is performed towards tht 
youngest of the Republic. 

** Resolved, ‘That the Governor be requested to present to 
our Senators and Representatives each a copy of the for 
going resolutions. ”’ 

California, sir, claims all of this civil fund. We 
claim it upon principle and right, and I would in- 
troduce an amendment to that effect here, but 
that | do not think it properly in order,and there- 
fore I confine myself to this simple amendment. 

Mr. MEADE. I would ask the gentleman if 
California does not owe us a little rent for her 
lands? 

Mr. McCORKLE. We paid you last year 
$80,000,000—a pretty fair rent. 

Mr. CARTTER. I am opposed to this amend- 
rite? Mr. Chairman, not in a spirit to deprive 

Cali fornia of what is legitimately due to her. | 
am willing to-go with him who goes furthest in 
the ex cpenditure of the public money for the legitt- 
mate protection and trade of that region, and my 
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testify to that fact. But lam opposed to 


P ; amendment, for the reason that the rule of 
* prop. sed by the gentleman from California, 

ere was any justice in his position, is not a 
ect rule. If we are bound to maintain the 

it wovernment, let us do itupon an estimate of 
» expense of it. It is not true, whatever may 
been the relations of her Legislature to us, 
California is entitled to the customs fund. 
Phat inures to the benefit of no State or Terri- 
ry, and never has since the organization of the 
deral Constitution; and the pretense that the 
ey belongs to them is without the authority 


iw, and has no foundation in equity. 
But, sir, | deny the proposition that the Federal 
‘overnment left them without We 
2 -pended millions in furnishing the only protec- 
n of a polit ical character that the nature of the 
imstances would permit. We gave them of- 
, and an army to protect them at an infinite 
t, as the balance-sheets of the Treasury will 
Now, by what kind of mathematics is it 
‘alifornia sets up a title to the revenue there? 
They aad it as the Federal citizen pays his taxes 
ve yw where. It was in no sense distinguishable 
| the performance of the duty due by the citi- 
remaining at home. It was to support the 
ederal Government, and if it was entitled to this 
d, what kind of: measure of relief is it to claim 
he whole of it? ,They make no exhibit of their 
xnenses as distincuishable from the Federal ex- 
It constitutes no criterion of judgment 
vhatever, and it would amount to a naked dona- 
it were rendered up to them. I cannot see 
y view of the subject that will justify the amend- 


protection. 


rens 


enses. 
¢ 
on uf 


¢ 
I 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
vas disagreed to, 
Mr. McCORKLE. I rise to increase the ap- 
ropriation to $470,000. That is the actual amount 
* money which was expended for expenses of 
e Government prior to the admission of Califor- 
nia as a State into this Union, as shown by the 
estimates of the State officers. The gentleman 
tates that the revenue collected in California prior 
to the extension of the revenue laws, belongs to the 
National Treasury. Has that ape ever passed 
to the National Treasury ? No, sir; not one dollar 
fit. The Secretary of the rented properly 
efused to receive it. It was collected without the 
sanction or authority of Congress, and there was 
o law authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
)receive it. You commenced in California when 
four hundred native born American citizens were 
ehting there under your flag to levy military con- 
tributions alike upon them and the enemy. You 
continued those contri! yutions d luring the war and 
it had closed, and in this way the money 
own as the ** civil fund’’ was raised. You had 
o collector there by authority of law. Your offi- 
“rs imposd this milits ary contribution on Ameri- 
citizens when they had no benefits of your 
rovernment, and this money has never been paid 
into your Treasury. It was expended to support 
your army and navy, which were there, of 
fands, while the fou r hundred men constituting 
California battalion did good service during 
, and, in fact, before your flag was un- 
rted, conquered the whole northern portion of 
ie State, and had driven every Mexican out of it, 
! before your own soldiers had touched 
s of the Pacific, and have not, as yet, received 
lollar of compensation for their services. 
When your army and navy did arrive, an d 
news of the war with Mexico was received, they 
ilisted under your banner, and it never trailed in 
here it y fought. No, sir; the people of 
Califo fornia insist on this as a matter of rit it, that 
tl vil rey collected in violation of law and 
of all prine ip] ie, shall be pal id back to the State tre: 
ury. ‘Edo not, by this amendment, seek 
any part of this fund now. The pro position that I 
now make and submit, is, that this Government 


fter 


out 


war 


the 


one ¢ 


er 


ofan A 
ne dust w 


oet 


iving entirely failed, refused, and neglected to 
zive the people of California a territorial gov- 
ernment, are bound to pay the expenses of the 


government which necessity compelled us to form 
f ourselves. You have al wi ays paid the ex- 
ses of the government of Territories prior to 
ir admission into the Union as States. You, 
th erefore, in just ce, by honor and precedent, are 


the 


‘alifornia prior to her recognition by you as a 
ouane: and her admission into the Union. The 
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| torial government, 


- ymund to pay the expenses of the government of 


claim of California for the * civil fund” 1s a sep- 
arate and distinet one, and has 1 conne ah 
whatever with the amendment which I have of- 
fered. 

Mr. HIBBARD. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia claims that this money is due, because the 
Government of the United States, as he says, ille- 
gally collected some $400,000 of revenue in that 
State before the organization of the State rovern- 
ment, while she was under military rule Now, 
Sir, it strikes me, on the statement of the fa 
resented here b ry the claimants themselves, it is 
plain in any view of the question that this money 
is not due to California. — Remember that this is 
a claim for the State, and not for the individ luals 
who paid the money. ‘This revenue was co! weted 


fully or wrongfully. If 


to law—and [ believe that it was le 


' 
right i ected a laediie , 
rally col t 


lected— 


t belongs tous. Itisall right as it is If it were 
illegally collected, it belongs to those men from 
whom it was wrongfully exacted. That I hold 
to be a clear and plain p op sition. If it has been 
imposed without right, we ought to refund it to the 
importers who have paid it, let them reside where 
they will. ‘Their namés are all upon your Gov- 
ernment books, and they can institute suits and 
recover back these moneys from your revenue 


otticers, as in other cases where duties are illeca! y 
collected. vomparatively few of them lived in 
California. ‘They are upon the Atlantic coast and 
in the interior. They are scattered in the various 
- } T Pa 1. . 
portions the Union. It makes no difference 
where they are, whether in California or out of 
ao the money belongs to them a 


of 


s individuals, upon 


a penees of gentlemen who advocate this 
claim. There is no pretense that it was taken 
from the Sinte of C aliforni i, or that one cent of it 
ever belonged to her. Should we go on in this 
absurd, | would say this insane course, of paying 
this money to the State of California, you will 


pay it over By this act you would 
admit that it was illegally collected, and then these 
individuals would come upon you for it, and they 
would get it, too, with interest added. Fr 

Mr. MARSHALL. i point of order 
to stop irrelevantdiscussion. Nobody is —— 
ing to have the money we say was improperly col- 
lected from California restored. No! ody al of- 
fered an amendment having that ow. The 
amendmentof my colleague is, that $470,000, which 
was the amount of the actual expense of 


should be 


have to } again. 


rise to a 


in Vi 


terri- 
id of 


vy this 


the 
given us, inste 
$300,000 proposed in the bill. Weare 
on a different principle, and not out of any special 


' 
ASAI 


fund, but out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. wae whole ques tion, ¢ is 
to what we technically call the civil fund in C 

fornia, is not In order. No such | question is at all 


r ised. 
} 


I must ce 1 
it to 


the re eman to 


ue his 


order. no righ question of 


order. 


are 


Mr. MARSHALL. I am not arguing the 
question, but stating it,as [ have a right to do. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 


California. 


mn HIBBARD. Theventleman from Califor- 
{[Mr. MeCork.e] himself assigned as a foun- 

dation for his argument, that the civil fund, as he 
is pleased to call it, was illezally collected in Cal 
ifornia. Because this revenue has heen ~olle ted 
illegally, it is argued as a reason why we should 
pay it back. 

We have had this same proposition before us in 
another formlong before. Icisanold laintat 
[It has heretofore been urged by the gentleman, 
Mr. Marsua.t,] eloquently and ably, as he urges 
everyt hing. No van has a better fi y of 
making the wrong appear the better side tl my 
friend from C yrnia who last spoke. Wehave 
been urged to repay this sum to California here- 
tofore in a separate aa “Bat now, instead of 
coming forward and as yr that in ternis, they 
ask us to repay that money rout of the Tre ry, 


because, itis said by the gentleman from Califor- 


nia, {Mr. McCorxte,] this sum was illegal!y col 
lected. I submit that this, if true, is no re 

for its repayment. But I do not admit the ee 
tleman’s assumption that this proceeding w 

val. The money was properly and 

lected in the outset. We have done! ) 
California or her citizens in this matte I 
went upon our tersitory of 0 wn t. Tin 


GLOBE. 





nited States pro eu em y \ ‘ 
nment ul i ther l i eT W 
an army and a navy there at great ex W 
did all we were called Upon to d \ i 
rht to have done As a necessary ‘ f 
rovernment est ed there, W ‘ 
es [rom the e < s B 
emar Vir. Marsuane} says we 
»pay t am ntto d ‘ x ; 
tT the ter i t | im \ é 
prece lent that ealls on a to defra ‘ 
of this incipient politi nization : 
of California. lt was vi arily formed y he 
people, at their own instance, for their ow efit, 
1d should be at theirown risk and cost. | 
sir, we have not been ut to Calif i 
from it It has been t the reverse VV i 
een eral to her protusely so I he cy 
still, ** Give! ‘*Give!’’ Itseems me, at tir 
that nothing would satisfy this call for appropr 
tions but a course of measures which we 
vert the whole revenue of the nat othe u 
this favored State—literally overtur a 
ury, and pouring its contents into her overflow 
lap. 
{tlere the hammer fell.] 
Mr. MARSHALL I move to amend ‘by in 


7s 
we 


e-« 


7 


serting $460,000 instead of 83800,000. Gent 


fall very universally and naturally into a mi ke 
to whic h, I I discuss 
will call The disti 
what California wants, what California asks, and 
what California from the 


wide and obvious, ventlemen do 


vefore this question at 


Metlion betwee 


their attention. 


vets rovernment 


yet 


It may be that we have tried to turn the T: 
bottom upwards, but we have not succeeded i 
shaking out a dollar. We asked fora dry-docl 
but we did not get it, though we are treated as if 
we had got it. [Laughter Navy-yard the ne 
thing, custom-house the same thing, the Mint ¢ 
same thing, everything just alike. Whenever u 
ask anything, it 1s charged against us though we 
do not get it {Laughter 

Now, about this money we h ve been led off 
by an utterly false issue, and | wi d call bac! 
the attention of thee ymmittee to tne ue que T 
which can be stated in ittle time as | have ief 


We do not want 8300 000 ud out of any part 











wlarfund. Wedonot claim it because $1,200,000 
has been extorted from » when we were notrep 
resented this House, or anywhere else We 
do not ask $6 the civil fund de We re no talking 
about it, and, looking tothe temper that at p en 
prevails in the committee, | would not be the man 
to speak about it. The civil fund’’ has nothing 
to do with the yuestion atall. twill tell you what 
weask. ‘The United States were bound, accord- 
ing to every principle and every precedent, to 
furnish California, while it was a ‘Territor 

some form of government or other some! 

vould ovviate the necessity of V econ 
tees, and expedients of that sort Che | 
States, notwul tanding tnis obligation or i 
all of its time in fire-eating discussior nere d 
—- did not give us a vernment of any kind 
Well, we had to have some sort of covernme 
We tia frame some sort of government, wl } 
cost us $470,000, and it answered our put 
very well. 

The United States have alway 1 the « 
penses of the territorial gover ) ' i every 
State: and the argument is simply this, a 
c mnclusion is irresistible, that, it we V t \ i 
neglect of the country driven to institute a 
ernment in piace of the territo yvernni 
United States Fives eve one ¢ J é 
to pay the expenses of the substitute. That f 
proposition, and it ! thin! » very inte 
one. ‘he United States was bound to | ed ‘ 
what we did at our ow z I 
the same thing in every « r State of the | . 
and theret re W a t V ; 
our State N ropa n ca capa 
being made more iy ciea ti thi 
very statement If we had never i wit 
a single cent, as in fact we have 1 $1.20 
called the *‘ civil fund.’’ we wo } } é 
one the leas entitle i to this. | ( 
men to turn to any State in the | 4 
not had its terrttorial expenses l 
ted States, exce it California | 

muted by anybody that ¢ 
State rover nent at un ! . 
have to co et 
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of $470,000, and she 
that 

[tiere the hamm 

Mr. STEPHEN I want to know 
what items make up ‘this ame! heoceead 

Mr. MARSHALL. The expenses of the Le- 
gislature and the Judiciary. I have the items, but 
{ did not bring them here to-day. The items com- 
entire expenses of the territorial and 
eranization, 

Mr. STEPHENS. Did not General Riley, the 
agent of the United States, pay the expenses? 

Mr. MARSHALL. No; nothing but the ex- 
of the constitutional convention, which sat 
at Monterey. 

Mr. STEPHENS. When? 
meeting of the Legislature. 

Mr. MARSHALL. It was not the expenses 
which accrued before the adoption of the State 
constitution, which we ask you to pay. It was for 
the expense of the State after the constitution was 
adopted—after the convention sat at Monterey and 
under which the State 


ought, therefore, have 
pw re funded to her. 
er a 

, of Georg 


amount n 


nrise tne 


State or 


pen 1@} 


There was no 


adopt d the constitution 


now exists, and before she was admitted into the 
Union as a State. 

STEPHENS. I should like, then, to know 
the items ‘The Legislature could have had but 


one session, and this convention, whose«xpenses 
Gieneral Riley paid, sat in November, 1549, I 
believe, and California was admitted in July, 1850. 

Mr. MARSHALI he government was in 
operation for more than a year before that. 

Mr. STEPHENS. All expenses, as I under- 
stand it, General Riley up to the 
framed the 


were )) id by 
adjournment of the convention that 
State constitution— 

Mr. McCORKLE. None were paid after the 
adjournment of the constitutional convention. 

Mr. MARSHALL. If will explain to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia. The time between which the 
convention closed and the time the State was ad- 
Union was about nine months. 
During thattime there was a Legislature in session, 
and the judiciary, and the whole machinery of 
State government was in operation. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will state to the gentle- 
man that | am willing to vote for all the legitimate 
expenses of that State after the adoption of her 

mstitution, and before she was admitted into the 
Union as a State, for I think it is right that it 
should be done. All 1 want is correct information 
is to the amount of the actual expenses incurred— 
what for the Legislature, what for the Judiciary, 
and so forth. Whatever is right I am willing to 
but | dislike to vote a round sum without 
knowing what it is specifically for. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I had no idea that the 
discussion of this subject would have taken the 
turn it has, or | should have been prepared with 
an exact statement of each of the items upon which 
the Senate committee have based this section. 
They have cut off $100,000 already. The official 
records show that the expenses were $470,000 ex- 
actly, but the Senate, for some reason, have cut 
them down to $300,000. [am ready to produce 
the estimates, and satisfy anybody how the thing 
stands. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think that these expenses 
must have been very extravagant to run up to 
$470,000 in nine months. The expenses of the 
State of Georgia are only about $250,000 per an- 
num. I should be unwilling to make an extrava- 
cant allowance, but | am willing to vote what is 
a fair allowance for the expenses during that 
time. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. MEADE. 
one dollar. 
isaddressed to our sense of equity; and let us look 
at it in that pointof view. We are notobliged to 
pay it, but we should pay it, if there be equity in 
it. ‘Those expenses were incurred in consequence 
of the immense emigration to California after its 
purchase, and before there was any government 
established there under our system. Why did 
these men go there without the government, of the 
absence of which they now complain, and which 
forms the ground-work of this application? They 
voluntarily put themselves in that situation. We 
had net established a territorial government. We 
had not invited them to settle there. Everything 
was voluntarily done by the emigrants to Califor- 


mitted into the 


allow 
s , 


nia, and by no invitation upon the part of our | 


I move to strike out all except | 
This claim of California is one that | 
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iniemank par why did they go? seinen the 
discovery of the gold mines, which induced the 
emigration to California, notwithstanding all the 
disadvantages, hardships, and perils which might 
naturally be expected, the settlers considered the 
question whether those disadvantages were greater 
than the advantages; if they found that they 
overbalanced the former, and remained in the 
country, they had no right to complain, or to de- 
mand of this Government to pay their expenses. 
California cost the United States $15,000,000. 
They were uninvited occupants, and enjoyed the 
usufruct of that country and the property there. 
We yearly lost the interest upon $15,000,000, and 
the question is, whether they or the Government 
of the United States havea claim the one upon 
the other. The use of our mines was more than 
enough to compensate them for their government 
expenses. The gentleman from California said 
that they had sent $80,000,000 here. To whom 
did that $80,000,000 belong? 
to them? Did they not dig it out of our mines, 
which cost us $15,000,000? Can they charge us 
with the $80,000,000 unless they hand it over 
to the Treasury? It is their money, not ours. 
They have realized immense fortunes, and now 
appeal to us to pay them $300 ,000 for going to 
a country to which we did not invite them, and 
which was not prepared for their reception until a 
government had They chose 
to go and encounter all the risks for the prospect 
of wealth which the free use of cur property 
opened to them. They now come here and de- 
mand repayment of the expenses of their govern- 
ment between the formation of their constitution 
and their admission into the Union. Who told 
them to form aconstitution? They hada military 
government, the only sort that they could have 
until our system was introduced. It was a gov- 
ernment imposed by necessity. 

{tLLere the hammer fell. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I mereiy wish to state 
what are the current annual expenses of the gov- 
ernment of California. In order to satisfy gentle- 
men that the estimates which are presented here 
are not extravagant—I have not the particular 
items—the expenses of the government this pres- 
ent fiscal year are estimated, exclusive of the cen- 

sus which we are taking, to be $500,000; and in- 
cluding the expenses of the census they will be 
something over $900,000. 
of $300,000, for which we ask you to make an 
appropriation, is not an extravagant estimate, 
when we consider that the period of time was more 
than nine months, and taking into account the dif- 
ference of expenses between that time and the 
present. 1 want to congratulate myself and the 
country generally that there has been found in 
this House one gentleman who does take the real 
true ground upon this question. I am glad to 
state to the House and country that there is one 
man who talks out to California at last. The hon- 
orable gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape] 
states the proposition that we went out to Califor- 
nia the sons of beggars, cut-throats, vagabonds, 
adventurers, to get gold, or go to the Devil, as the 
case might be. If we made anything, it was very 
well; and if we did not make anything, we might 
get back to the places from which we started, or 
stay there and be buried. The gentleman seems 
utterly to forget that they are American citizens 
out there; that they were a part of the most valu- 
able part of the nation; that during the twenty- 
nine months the people of California, the adven- 
turers of whom he thinks this Government could 
not properly take any sort of cognizance, were 
standing between the whole commercial public 
here and bankruptcy. Wall street, even at that 
day, felt every Auctuation in the production of 
gold in California with the sensibility which a 
barometer exhibits to the changes in the atmo- 
sphere. These outlaws, ragamufiins, adventurers, 
and vagabonds; these fellows whose very exist- 
ence the N National Legislature has no right to re- 
member or to acknowledge at all; these men who 
have no claims at all; these men in whose bosoms 
human hearts are hardly allowed to beat with 
human feelings and sympathies; these men who 
have no right to the protection of ordinary legis- 
lation at all, were the very men wo saved the 
commercial public from bankruptcy. Iam glad 
that the proposition has been fairly stated by the 


been established. 


| gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meape.] 


{Here the hammer fell.] 


Did it not belong | 


We think that this sum | 





Mr. FREEMAN. 


I offer the following amend. 
ment: 


. 

Be it further enacted, That it is hereby made the 
of the President of the United States to cause to he paid 
into the treasury of the State of California, the aiount a 
the expenses of said State subse quent to the adjournme nt 
of the constitutional convention, and up to the date of the 
admission of said State into the Union. . 


duty 


1 agree heartily with the remarks made by the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srepnens »| and | 
desire to express my disagreement and serprine at 
the remarks of the gentleman from Vi irginia, [Mr, 
Meave.] He seems entirely to have for: Pot ten 
the judicial history of California. I am not at all 
surprised at the remarks made by the gentleman 
from California in reply to the gentleman from 
Virginia. If he will refer to the treaty where}, 'y 
we acquired California, he will see that we agreed, 
in that treaty, that the people of California should 
be incorporated into the United States, and that 
they should be protected in their lives, persons, 
and property. How did Congress execute the 
decree? Did they repudiate the decree? They 
refused to give the people of the United Stat o 
within that territory, the common protection dye 
to citizens of the United States. Independent of 
that, we are bound to pay the expenses of the goy. 
ernment from the time of the constitutional cop. 
vention until they were admitted into the Union 
asa State. Did not the Executive Departments 
here send out a mission to California, and cause 
that constitutional convention to be held? Did 
not the Government of the United States, 
Executive Department of this Government, 
into existence, not the territorial government 
of California, but the constitutional government? 
Sir, the history of the transaction shows that they 
did. We were responsible for the constitution of 
California. The Government of the United State: 
established a constitution there. It was formed 
under their patronage and under their authority, 
and Congress sanctioned it by admitting the State 
into the Union. Now, between the time when 
the constitutional convention rose, and the time 
when the State was admitted into the Union, 


| there was a lapse, the expenses of which this 


Government is bound to pay. 1 appeal to the 
judicial judgment of the gentleman from Vi irginia, 
and ask him if he does not at once see the force 
of this proposition? We are doing injustice to 
California. The only question, as was well stated 
by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srernens,] 
is, what were the expenses of California from 
the time when the constitutional convention rose 
till she was admitted into the Union? We paid 
the expenses of that convention, and nobody 
grumbled at it. You commenced by paying the 
expenses incurred in forming the constitution, and 
now you turn round and say, ‘* Wedidnotask you 
to go there. You went out on yourown hooks.” 
Why, I am utterly amazed at the argument of 
the gentleman from Virginia. He certainly did 
not speak with his ordinary prudence and discre- 
tion ona subject ofthis character. I ask him, in 
all kindness>to take up the treaty we made with 
Mexico, and then consider the obligations which 
we owe to the American citizens under the consti- 
tution of California, which was framed under the 
authority of the Federal Government. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I desire to obtain 
some information, upon which will depend my 
vote. If I rightly understand the facts of the case, 
in November, 1849, California framed a State con- 
stitution, and formed a State government, and 
there has been no organization of a State govern- 
ment since her admission into the Union. Now, 
I suppose myself that the State government of 
California dates its existence from the adoption of 
that constitution. 

Ido not know what the precedents are, but 
there must be precedents upon this question. If 
my recollection is correct, the State of Michigan 
formed a constitution and organized a State gov- 
ernment some months before she was admitted 
into the Union. Now, I want to know if the ex- 
penses of the government of Michigan during that 
interval were paid by the Federal Government? 
If it has been the practice of the Government to 
pay such expenses, those of California ought to 

e paid. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I can answer the gentleman’s 
|, question. The territorial government continued 
| in that case until the admission into the Union. 


hehe 
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1853. 


But he case of California is not analogous. There, 
rovernment. 

Michigan organized a State 
was admitted into the 


here was no re rular 
“Mr. STANTON, 
vovernment before she 
1 ll. 
TOOMBS. It did not go into operation, 
until after her admission. She had a 
territorial g yvernment. ’ ’ 
Mr. STANTON. If in the past history of the 
imission of new States, it has been the practice 
¢ the Federal Government to pay the expenses 
the State or territorial government up to the 
late of admission, California ought to be paid this 
cum. But if we have only paid the expenses of 
the territorial government, and not of the period 
intervening between the formation of a State gov- 
ernment and the admission into the Union, then 
it ought not to be paid. 
Mr. FREEMAN. I modify my amendment, 
hy inserting the words— 


however, 


paid out of any money in the 
- uppropriated. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to-sug- 
cect a modification to the gentleman’s amendment. 
Vr. MEADE. I rise to a question of order, 
and itis this, that the gentleman from Georgia 
has no right to the floor to suggest a modification 
ot e amendment. 
ie CHAIRMAN. 
noint of order. 
MEADE. I would not object to the gen- 
tleman’s suggesting modifications if after they 
accepted I might make a speech against 


Treasury not other 


» be 


; 


The Chair sustains the 


them. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Free- 
“an’s amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. MEADE. 1 move to str ike out the whole 
appropriation except two dollars. I would not 
detain the committee by any speech upon this 
subject, if I did not think that an important prin- 
ciple was involved. If I understand the history 
of California in connection with this subject, it is 
this: On the very day that her citizens adopted 
the constitution which made her a sovereign and 
independent State, she appointed also delegates to 
Congress, with instructions to apply for admission 
into the Union; and those delegates were subse- 
quently admitted. Now, sir, there is no prece- 
that, and we should consider well before 
we undertake to make one that will compel 
hereafter to refund the expenses of State govern- 
ments which may be irregularly formed out of the 
immense tracts of territory that are yet to be con- 
stituted into States. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is but one case at 
all in point to the present, and that is the case of 
the State of Texas. Texas was admitted into the 
Union after she had formed her State constitution 
au 1 become a sovereign State. There was no ap- 

‘ation from Texas to pay the expenses of her 
rovernment from 1836 to 18 15, when she was ad- 
mitted into this Union. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Texas was not a part of 
the territory of the United States prior to her ad- 
mission into the Union, but an independent, sov- 
ereign State. 

Mr. MEADE. California, when she was re- 
fused a territorial government by the United States, 
had a right to estal blish a government for herown 
protection, and she asserted that right when she 
framed her constitution. The very refusal on the 
part of this Government to give her a territorial 
government conceded to her people the natural 
right—the privilege of protecting themselves by 
a volunts ary associ ation—to frame a constitution. 
When that constitution was framed and adopt- 
ed by her people, they were as independent and 
sovereign as were the Colonies when they framed 
the Constitution in 1787. She was then a sover- 
eign and independent State. While she belonged 
tous as a Territory, it was our duty to pay her 
expenses. We did even more than that. We 
gave her a better govqrnment than the insecure, 


dent for 


unstable government ‘which she had lost. We 
gave her, it is true, a military government; but it 


was one which protected her people. She became 
a sovereign and independent State as soon as she 
adopted her constitution; and as a sovereign State 
she came here, like Texas, asking for admission 
into this Union, and we admitted her. What 
right, then, has she to say that we are bound to 
pay those expenses which she incurred during the 
twelve months previous to her admission, after 
she had emerged from her territorial condition? 
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But | am not for dealing hard with the people 
of California. Ido not call them robbers or out- 
laws, or say they are not entitled to the sympathy 
of the world. Il considert > 3 
ing of our population. There wasa boldness and 
daring in the act of emigration, evineing a spirit 
for adventure and enterprise which proved them 
to be men of the very best mould. But, at the 
same time, I say that they have been repaid a 
hundredfold. They have possessed and enjoyed 
property. It has made them millionaires. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I conceive that 
there is no analogy whatever between the case of 
‘Texas and that of California, as the gentleman 
from Virginia has argued. ‘Texas held all her 
public domain. The people Ww ho settled that coun- 
try went there and established their ix dependence, 
and came into this Union as a distine a. =e pend- 
ent State, with large possessions of public lands, 
all of which she continued to hold. 

Now, sir, | do not argue with the gentleman 


hem the most enterpris 


as to the extent of the irregularities he mentions, 
touching the admission of California into the 
Union. | believe that the people of this country 


who went over to California had a right, when no 


government was given them, to establish one for 


themselves. They, however, when they came 
into this Union, were stripped of the public do- 
main; Texas reserved all that. Here, then, is a 


wide distinction between the State of California 
and the State of Texas. Sir, | do not hold the 
idea advanced by the gentleman, that the people 
on the territory of the United States must come 
and get permission of this Government before they 
can frame a constitution for their own government. 
i do not believe, if you look to the principle in this 
matter, that you have got any constitutional right 
to clothe the people on the territory of the United 
States with power to frame a consutution. I be- 
lieve that it is at war with the whole genius of our 
Hederal Constitution. I know the precedents have 
been the other way. but the people of California 
did what | believe they had a right to do, and it 
was a question for the Representatives in C 
whether they should admit the State or 


} 


Oon- 
gress here 
reject her. 

‘Mr. MEADE Have the people of Oregon or 
Nebraska a right now to frame a 
establish themselves 
States? 

Mr. STEPHENS If they were to do it, it 
would be for us to say whether we would admit 
them into the Union or not. They may, and it is 
their right to establish a constitution any day; but 
itis a question addressed to the discretion of Con- 
gress whether we shall admit such a people as a 
State of the Union or not. 

Mr. MEADE. I ask the gentleman from Geor- 
via if it has not been our habit heretofore to with- 
draw our jurisdiction from the Territories, and thus 
give them opportunities of becoming States, with 
the permission that they shall become States when 
they frame constitutions? But before they have 
become States, our jurisdiction has been with- 
drawn altogether 

Mr. STEPHENS. Of course, I know what the 
precedents have been; but I say that if you go 
down to the foundation and the correct principles, 
which as an original question should govern the 
case, the people of California acted according to 
these correct principles of our Constitution. It 
was, in my opinion, never the oe of the fra- 
mers of our Constitution that the Federal Govern- 
ment should establish territorial governments. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Georgiaa question. If the people had 
a right to make a State government, and did make 
a valid State government, and we have sanctioned 
it by our legislation, on what principle have we a 
right to pay the expenses of that State govern- 
ment ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will say to the geatle- 
man that I do not put it upon any right of Cali- 
fornia to demand, or any o! bligation on us to pay. 
I propose to be liber ul to this people. Ido not 
say that I would give it to them ex debito justitie, 
but I would grant it ex gratia. | am willing to be 
liberal to California, and that is the ground upon 

which I put it. I do not say —_ California has 
the right to demand this of us, but1 say | will be 
as liberal to her as | have been new 
States of this Union, where we have control of the 
public domain. I will be as liberal to her as | 


constitution and 


independent of the United 


to the other 





have been to others; and | now give notice to the 
committee, that ifthis amendment is voted down, 
I will offer the amendment which | my 
hand, and which | now send up to the Clerk's 


desk, and ask to have read in my five minutes. 
The amendment 


was read as follows: 

Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Trea 
ury audit and pay the ACTUAL eXpenses In urred and paid 
by the government of Caliiomia after the whournment of 
the convention which tramed her metitunon, and t p to 
the time of her admission into the t ion. Out OF ANY money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Prowk Che 
same have not been heret ) ) j 


i tlere the hammer fe 


Ihe question was then put, and the amendment 


to the amendment was not agreed t 
Mr. MIiLLSON, Mr. C rman, I desire to 
offer an amendment, for the purpose ef sayir 
few words upon this subject. 
Mr. POLK. 1 thought the gentleman from 
Georgia —e 1 an amendme 
Mr. STEPHENS. lI could not offer my amend- 
ment fe se | had the floor, because another was 
alre idy pending. | will suggest, however, to the 
rentleman from V inia, that if he w permit 
me to Oller an amendment now, | in make his 
remarks in opposition t 
Mr. MILLSON. | have no « ection to that 
I will yield the rentleman the floor for at pu 
ose. 
Mr. STEPHENS | now submit the amend- 
ment which ae st been read 
Mr. MILLSO [am as ready as the e 
man from Bee to display liberality towards 
lifornia, but I protest a 1inst the ground upon 
which rentlemen have pl ‘ i this im | would 
infinitely prefer granting to California the whole 
civil fund rather than adopt the amendment jt 
prop sed by the gentieman trom Georgia, Vir. 
STEPHENS,]| because | conceive it to be setting a 
precedent wholly at war with th of out 
Confederacy. Sir, I agree with the gentleman 
from Georgia that it is not by the act of the Gen 
eral Government that the people of a Territory 
beceme a State of this Ur n ; 
Mr. STEPHENS I did n ry that 
Mr. MILLSON. What did th entieman 
sayr 
Mr. STEPHENS. I said they might form « 
constitution. 
Mr. MILLSON. Well, sir, when t form 
a constitution Lgl become a State, it by thet 
own sovereign volition When they become 
people and power of the earth, it is not in virtue 
of any grant or deleration of sovereignty from 
Congress. Congress may refuse to recounize the 
people of a Territory as a sovereign State. It may 
refuse to receive them into the Union asa State 
But when their sovereignty is recognized whe! 


they are received into the Union, they come in 
a people deriving their sovereignty from their own 


act and will, and not from any other source. 


It is for that very reason that I pr ta i! 
the idea that when a | eople have once determined 
to become a State, as the people of California did, 


and when their sovereignty was after ls re . 
nized, as it was, by Congress, that they are to be 
regarded as still under the | upilage of the Gos 

ernment of the United States, and su t to the 
control of the Congress of the United States. | 


say that when California was admitted into the 
Union, she was admitted as a State that had be- 
come a State at the time of the adoption of her 
constitution. The State of California w ! 
manufactured by Congress—she was a State b: 


fore she was admitted into the Union, or sh iid 


never have been admitted at all; for it was on y 
as a sovereign State that e was < ipetent to 
enter into the Federal compact with the other 
States. 

I just now suggested a precedent which o rred 
at an early period in the story of our coun 
try. I allude to the State of Missouri, w! , in 
consequence of some objec » tc her constitu. 
tion, as in the case of California, did not come 


into the Federal Union for some twelve months 


after the formation of her 


Were hes 


then, was the condition of Missour 
State expenses paid by the Federal Gove: ‘ 
Did Congress ever make any appro tion for 
the expenses of her State or te 
ment during the time? W 

7 L- a ' 
tive Knowledge upon the f 2 | t } 
say tnat no ich appr 


Mr. MARSHALL. Will the gentleman state 
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3 . > gubrect. and 
sme positive information upon the subject, and 


not leave us witha shadow ? M y opinion is other- 
wise. 

Mr. MILLSON. [cannot state from any posi- 
tive knowledge, but from the case itself | am sure 
it was notso; and without any positive information, 
i undertake to say that the expenses of the State 
eovernment of Missouri were not and could not 
have been paid by the General Government. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Well, if her 

nses were not paid, if this bill passes then 
hey ought to be. 

Mr. MILLSON. I recollect very 
well a conversation [ had with a gentleman many 
ears aro, who had been a judge in Missouri, aad 


e construction he ¢ 


Certainly. 


ave to the Constitution of the 
United States in this respect, in a case decided by 
himself, involving the peculiar position of Missouri 
n the interval between the adoption of her consti- 
tion-and her entrance into the Union. 
{{fere the hammer fell. ] 
Vr. FREEMAN. I desire to speak in favor 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, 
Mr. Srepuens. | 
The CHAIRMAN. 
in order. 
Mr. FREEMAN. 
of this amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
rinia has opposed it, and the Chair decides that 
io further debate is in order. 
Mr. FREEMAN. Our rules provide that one 
speech may be made in explanation and in favor 


' 


No further discussion is 


No one has spoken in favor 


i an amendment, and another in opposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi take an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair? 

Mr. FREEMAN. No, sir; [ will not appeal, 
but I think the decision is incorrect. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
committee do now rise, for the purpose of going 
into the House and terminating this five-minutes 
debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lIask the gentleman to al- 
low the vote to be taken upon this amendment 
first. 

Mr. JONES. I should not be able to get the 
floor then. I insist upon my motion. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Jones’s 
motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SACKETT. Thave an®tmendment which 
| desire to offer as a substitute for the amendment 
now pending. IL ask the Chair whether it is not 
in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. No other amendment is 
in order, in the opinion of the Chair. 

he question now being upon the adoption of 
Mr. Steruens’s amendment— 

Mr. POLK demanded tellers; and Messrs. 
Brices and GayLorp were appointed. 

‘The question was then put, and the tellers re- 

ported—ayes 41, noes 83. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. SACKETT. 


I now propose the following 
amendment: 


That the Seeretary of the Treasury audit and pay to the 
government of California, the expenses of the civil admin- 
istration of her government from the adjournment of her 

onstitutional convention to the time of her admission into 
the Union. 

Mr. DEAN. Will my colleague give way for 
a motion that the committee do now rise? 

Mr. SACKETT. Not now. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of or- 
der. I submit that this is in substance the same 
as the amendment we have just voted down. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘TheChair thinks there is 
a sufficient distinction to make the amendment in 
order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I can see no difference. 

Mr. SACKETT. There is a very great differ- 
ence. Thisisa limitation upon the pending amend- 
ment which prevents the State expenses of Cali- 
fornia from being paid for any purpose, except for 
the civil administration of the government. I 
have heard remarks that there are included in this 
estimate the expenses of the Indian depredations, 
and various other expenses. The effect of this 
amendment is to limit the appropriation strictly to 
the civil administration of her government. Now, 
{ am in favor of such an appropriation, for the rea- 
son that I shall state; but previous to stating that 
reason, I desire to say, that, in my opinion, this 


| consent of the governed. 
therefore, in saying, upon every principle, that 
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We all of us 


stances of the case would require. 
recollect the time when, from the neglect upon our 


part to make any provision for the organization of 


California, the people of that country found it 
necessary to establish a provisional government 
for themselves. Do any of us doubt that when 
some fifty or a hundred thousand of our own citi- 
zens had emigrated to the Territory of California, 
some four or five thousand miles from the inhab- 


ited portion of this country, that a contingency | 


had arisen when it was necessary for that people 
to provide themselves with some sort of a govern- 
ment? There was no time for them to wait then 
for Congress to establish a territorial govern- 
ment there. A contingency arose, when, from 
circumstances to which I need not here recur, it 


was impossible for the original confederacy to | 
It was therefore such a contin- 


provide for them. 
gency as never before had arisen perhaps in the 
settlement of the country, and may never again 
arise. But it did arise, and now are we going to 
establish such a precedent as the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Mitison} contended for? 
it is proper, if it is just, when such a contingency 
did fairly arise, for this Government to refuse to 
pay the levitimate and proper expenses ofa portion 
ofour own citizens in providing themselves against 
the calamities of which many people have fallen 
victims ? ‘That is the whole question. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, 


it occurs to me that there is some confusion of | 


ideas in the minds of members in respect to what 
constitutes a State. 
the formation of her constitution and before her 
admission into the Union, was in one sense a 
State. ‘That is, they were a community with an 
organized government, the authority of which they 


recognized. She was a State precisely as our Ter- | 


ritories are States. They are frequently included 


in ourlaws under the designation of States. They 


are spoken of in the ordinance of °87 as new 
States. But until their admission into the Union 
they are not one of the United States. So it was 
with California. | am not going into the question 
of the regularity of the formation of the consti- 


tution of California; my own opinion has been || 


that it was instigated by Executive dictation, but 
1 do not mean to go into that question. Although 


after her constituuon was formed and adopted, as | 


I have said, she was in one sense a State; she 
certainly was not one of the United States, nor 
yet,as to them, a foreign State. California did 


not become one of the United States until she was | 


admitted, through her representatives, into the 
Union. Her admission was necessary to make 
her one of the United States. She was before that 


an inchoate State, as far as our Confederacy was | 


concerned, remaining to be brought into full life, 
in that respect, by the action of the General Gov- 
ernment in her admission into the Union; and until 


they were admitted by the act of Congress into | 


the Union they were not one of the United States, 
and up to the moment that they were admitted 
into the United States as a member of this Con- 


federacy, and thus became one of the independent | 
members of our constitutiona! compact, it was no || 


more a State than one of our territorial govern- 
ments is a State. 

It is true that California met in convention and 
framed her constitution, while the constitutions of 
the Territories are sent to them from this place. 
3ut my own opinion has always been, that it was 
the tacit consent of the people of those Territories 
which has given validity to those governments, 
by taking and conferring offices under those gov- 
ernments. They have acquiesced in what we have 
done, and thus adopt it; and itis the action of their 


people, and not of this Government, that makes | 


them a State; for the only legitimate foundation 
of a government, according to our theory, is the 


until this people were admitted into the Union, 
every legitimate and proper expense which they 
incurred in governing themselves, is as properly 


a charge upon the Federal Treasury as the ex- | 
penses of any of the rest of our Territories. Iam | 


surprised to hear the opinions of some gentlemen 


expressed here to-day, who resisted the admission | 
If she was a State | 
rerularly formed; if she was a full-grown State, | 
rising from the ground like Minerva, full armed, | 
upon what principle was it that her admission into | 


of Califernia into the Union. 


debate has taken a wider range than the circum- || the Union was resisted ? It was because she was, 


I ask if 


I agree that California, after | 


I have no hesitation, | 


} Feb. 28, 


in my opinion, even after the formation of her eo, 
stitution, still a Territory of the United States th 
I resisted her admission into the Union. | bg. 
lieved her constitution had been irregularly framed 
and that the convention was got up, and after i, 
had been convened, controlled by improper infly. 
ences. And so believing, I could not by my yore 
do anything to sanction it as her admission with 
that constitution would have implied. F 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York. be 

Mr. SACKETT. I call for tellers on the 
amendment. ; 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Gayzopy 
and Hissparp were appointed. : 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 4], noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. STANLY. I move that the committee 
rise, in order to enable me to close debate uy ' 
this bill. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Hat1) reported that the Commit. 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had, 
according to order, had the state of the Union 
generally under congideration, and particularly 
House bill No. 335, to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1853, and had come ty 
no resolution thereon. 

Mr. STANLY. I move the usual resolution 
to close all debate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suggest to the 
gentleman from North Carolina that it will be ne. 
cessary to move to suspend the rule which allows 
five minutes’ debate. 

Mr. STANLY. I make that motion. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I move that the House do 
| now adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

The question recurring upon Mr. Sraniy’s mo- 
tion, the House was divided, and the Chair an- 
| nounced 96 in the affirmative. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that proposition. We have been gagged 
|| long enough. 
| The House was divided on the demand for the 
| yeas and nays, and there were only 19 in the af- 
firmative, when— 
Mr. SWEETSER demanded tellers upon the 
| yeas and nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harr and 
| Asue were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers report- 
| ed—ayes 27, noes 110. 

So the yeas and nays were refused. 


Mr. KING, of New York. 
House do now adjourn. 
Several Memsers. Let us get through with 
the bill. 
Mr. ORR. Will it be in order to move that 
| the House take a recess? 
{Cries of ** No, no!’’] 
The question was taken on the motion to ad- 
journ, and it was decided in the negative. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
| motion made by the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina to suspend the rules. 
Mr. DEAN. I ask for tellers upon that mo- 
tion. 
The SPEAKER. Tellers have already been 
| refused. ‘There were 98 in the affirmative upon 
the motion to suspend the rules, allowing five min- 
utes? debate. Those opposed to the motion will 
rise. 
The House was divided, and there were in the 
| negative 29. 
So the rules were suspended, two thirds voting 
in the affirmative. 
Mr. STANLY. Now, I move to suspend all 
further debate upon this bill. 
The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 
sider the vote just taken, and to lay the motion 
|| to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
i| was agreed to. 


I move that the 
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’ 
NES. I move that the rule e sus- Gardiner fraud | am informed the cer eman WW io not proceed ‘ siaerat 
X i that the House resolve itself into the stated that compensation had been chareed for the appropriation bills, there may be danger 
ttee of the Whole on the state of the || services not aciually performed. I say to him, | having an extra session of Congress. 
; that so far as lam concerned, his yu tatio ; : 
yuestion Was taken, and the motion was ent rely gratuitous and unfoui ded. ee “YR o— 7 ” — — ef 1) 
r Mr. HOUSTON. I will say.to the rentleman Mr. ¢ OBB. | do 1 kn rw that [ will agwau 
u- Touse ordi ely resolved itself into the that the amendment pending 18 Substantially the <" — if Tnow . — a Pe . er se 
ve : tee of the Whole on the state of the || same as the one he desires to offer. =a ere we Our weens tO) ge 
Vr. Haut in the chair,) and resumed the The previous question was then seconded, and ee anny . oo ee eee - 
3 tion of the deficiency bill. the main question ordered o be put. ~ He ; ced "eae a oat ve 
wry MEADE. Was the amendment last of- Mr. MEADE. I would be willing to agree to |, _ A. a anes ~ » ee eet 
he £ ito the eighth section adopted? the sugvestion of the gentleman from Alabama, graduate a - tiie e ol 3 paves me ; 
rhe CHAIRMAN. It was not. with one exception. I desire a separate vote upo! nee ae ot 
ne i MEADE. Has a motion been made to the amendment a ropriating &1]0.000 for the re . Mr. ¢ VI }. Tmo ot bee : : rie 
re | TA oo th section? pair of the ¢ oast murvey ve ‘ s he jordig wokpe ; ' e 
eCH ~-MAN. No such motion has been The SPEAKER is it the pleasure of the soir allie “eae aes e House refused 
z) jqueume. it Gehe a concurrence inthe | House that gentlemen rise in their pla sand de 6 suspend Ene tu 
1 te Yn endment The committee recommended ignate the amendments upon w lich they desire JOHN RUSSELL AND Co, 
onenurre e. Se il otes? : Mir PHI I PS | ‘ eu neo ! n 
Vr. M \RSH ALL. [ask for tellers upon that (Cries of ** Agreed!” ** Agreed !’’] of the House to s No. 593, en 
@ yn. Mr. MEADE. l ask for i Separate vote upon titled ** An t the eiuet j Russell & 
' s were ordered; and Messrs. Henpricks the ; umendment already indicated by me. Co.,”’ that it may I 
W ATKINS were appointed, Mr. EVANS. 1 desire a separate vote upon vides for the settlement of the accou cof aG 
5 he question was then taken, and the tellers the amendment offered by tl e gentlem n trom ernie contractor Who Was engaged in the trans 
; ryes 51, noes 79. New York to the Senate amendment relating to || portation of military stores in New Mexico 
r So the Senate amendment was non-concurred | the payment for fuel and quarters for officers of Mr. ORR. I 
e n the Army serving on light-house duty. Mr. PHELPS. I move t vend ther 
: [he next Senate amendment in order was then Mr. SCHERMERHORN. I ask for a sepa- || the House for that purpt 
. sad. as follows: rate vote upon agreeing to the Senate amendment The juUestion WAS Laken, al ithe House refi 
, oa And be it further enacted, That, in the settle to strike out the part of the clause which relates || to suspend 
t is accounts, the late collector of the port of San to the Superinte ident of the Census. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee | move tha 
p _in the State of California, be allowed credit tor The question firstrecurred upon agreeing to the House ce a ret u even 0 < th ven 
. ulvanced to J. Neely Jobnson tor taking the Seventh following Senate umendment, which was to strike ine 
the fol! ing tT Orn her . ' } ) ‘ Y " 3 lé 
Vr. KING, of New York, offered the follow- _— the following paragraph the parts in brack- Mi tO VES Dh recat weenie tien eadis Ot 
DEmenss ‘¢ For completing the work of the Seventh Census, and to [ may be enabled to submit that n 
t further enacted, ‘That nothing in this act con prepare the same for publication, $25,000; fout of which Mr. BAYLY, of V nia. I would suggest to 
. | be so construed as to authorize the payment to the Superintendent of the Census shall be allowed a com the gentleman from ‘Tennessee that if we take a 
iber of the committee ef this House in the Corwin pensation atthe rate of $3,000 per annum, from the time ages “ae es ‘ ; t 
Gardiner lnvestigation any compensation for services his salary as Secretary of the Census Board ceased. ] rece Ss nooody W come back here ' Ss evening 
d committee, except the per diem for each day’s actual 7" ; ’ lhe question w taken, and the House refused 
lance on séid committee. , Phe question was then take : on concurring 1M || ¢ suspend the ruli 
Mr. KING. I desire to state the object I have the action of the ¢ aoreenenee en the Whole on the Mr. EWING. I wish to ask a favor of the 
n offering the amendment, and I trust the House state of the Union on the amendments of the Sen- || House, as it is approaching the close of the ses- 
will hear me. ate upon which a separate vote had not been called, sion, and I do not know that I shall ever be here 











Mr. SWEETSER. I call the gentleman to |, ®?4 there was a concurrence in said action. again. If the bill | hold in my hand is not passed, 
order. No debate is in order. ’ The question now being on concurring in the | know I sh | not be : (Toat ohtes | n k the 
a Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the amendime nt of the Senate In re crard to the salary unanimous consent to take up Se ite bill No. 544, 
- y Chair, that the amendment offered by the gentle- oF ae Superintendent of me ee entitled ** An act r the relief of James Jefferies 
man from New York is not germane to the amend- Mr. SWEETSER demanded the yeas and nays; || and Jeremiah M. Smith,” to which there « ot 
| ment under consideration. which were not ordered. be the slizhtest objection, and put it on its pas- 
1 The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the Bar. FLORENCE. I demand tellers on the |) goo¢ , 
idment is out of order. gg ge . Mr. SWEETSER objected. 
a Mr. KING. My object in offering it was to l'ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Asue and Mr. KING, of New York. [ move that the 
- speak in reply tothe remarks which I am informed i RICE were appointed. ; House 5 »now Co ie 
were made by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Phe question was t en * on and the amend- Mr. CLEVELAND. I move to amend the cen- 
. SrePuens] this morning, when I was not in my || ™&™ was disagreed to, the tellers having reported || tJem aN motion, that when the House adjourns t 
eat. f " || ayes 64, noes 67. _. || day it be to meet to-morrow at ten o’clock, a. m 
1 The question was then taken on the amendment [he question was then stated to be on the fol- The SPEAKER. The hour of meeting cannot 
<a Sen ite, and it was concurred lowing amendment: be ch inged except by unanimou mneent 


; ‘For repairs of vessels employed on the coast survey, 
, HOUSTON. I move that the committee |) 210.000.” e 
toa j ourn 


se, ge report the bill to the House. The question was taken and the amendment Mi EWING. It gas 
ir. “Vv tT. nay { : i} 


The question was taken, and the House refused 











The question was taken, and the motion was || was agreed to. ol 7 ee 
° agreed et s The Clerk next read the following amendment, || . wh - i » bil C ee eee 4 
; i he committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- on which a separate vote had been demanded by 2 ie 7 ; +e ; : at ar ae 
§ er having resumed the chair, the chairman of the | \fe Ryaws: : . ae peers ee ee eee 
fF committee (Mr. Hatt) reported thatthe Commit- || «s 1d Se a alll illest ¢] Che bill was read throu : 
: ; . . . 3 Add in the following paragraph after the words ‘ light Vir . Ry ‘ ked t} rent 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had, || house duty,’ the words ‘under the superintendence of the Mr. CLARK I has red e sentient 
ording to order, had the state of the Union | Light House Board:’ what © TWIN - Betis . 
venera lly under conside: ation, and partic uls arly the cao vans: Swag for —_, hee Army serving Mr. EWING \ few hundred dollars f 
i _s amendments to Fiouse bill No. 339, to aie ae lament tenn cated 341 7. 7 | a “be a one dali ; a 
ly deficiencies in the appropriations for the homie ih iii Bias Se — Phage ODE enroress Uy 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1€ = stion was taken,and the amendment to construction of th 2 W 
1853, and had instructed him to recommend cer- the amendment was disagreed to; there being, on Mr. CLA R <. What is the precise am« 
tain amendments to the House to concur therein, |) ® division—ayes H4, aces not counted, Mr. EWING. One thousand six hundred dol 
3 certain other amendments to amendments, with a = amen Iment of the Senate was then con- lars, or thereabou 
| recommendation that they be concurred in, any ee Phe question was taken, and the rules were not 
; certain other amendments with a recommendation Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the || suspended, there being, on a division—ayes 66 
; that they be rejec ted. vote by which the amendments were adopted; and not two thirds. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- | to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. JUDGE WATROUS. 
tion upon the amendments, and I wish to suggest Phe latter motion was agreed to. Mr. VE iN Al I ask leave to make a report 
to the House, for the purpose of saving time, that Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- from the Committee on the J rv in the ¢a 
as we have just passed through these amendments rolled Bills, reported as « rectly enrolled bills of of Judzge Watr Lie desires to go home to 
with a great deal of care, that the House will take | the following titles; Which thereupon received the |) ‘Texas to resume di functions. but he is 
one vote upon a concurrence in the action of the signature of the Speaker: not _ ling to go with ¢ re. 
committee. S. No 227. An act for the relief of Frances E. HOW LRD When that report is read 
[Cries of ** Agreed !’’ ** Agreed !””] Baden; and will zive rise to debate here are two ort 
Mr. KiNG. Before the question is taken, I S. No. 642. An act to authorize the Secretary || centiemenwho wish to be heard i 
ask my friend from Alabama to withdraw hiscall | of the Treasury to issue a register to the bark Mr. VENABLE. I only titn 
for the previous que stion, to enable'me to offer an | May, of Baltimore. laid on thet 1 ordered to rite 
amendment. My object in desiring to offer it is, Mr. ( SOBB obtained the floor. Chere was no obiectix d 
in a very few words , to repel an imputation which Mr. HOUSTON. [ would appeal to my col Mr. VENABLE then su fo ; 
; fam informed the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. || league to yield me the floor that | may move that |) report: 
: Srervens »| when I was absent, made pon the || the House take a recess until half-past sever The Commit m the Jud tow v4 erred 
, committee for the investigation of the Corwin and |! o’clock. In my opinion we ought to do so. If |}! the memorial containing charges against Jobn C, Watreu 
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judge of the district court of the United States for the dis 

trict of Texas, report, that after the ¢ xamimation of much 
documentary evidence, as well as many witnesses sum 

moned from Texas, the committee do not re ‘onmend that 
articles of impeachment be directed by the House against 
the said John C. Watrous. 


The report was laid on the table, and ordered to 

be peer 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is very evident that the 
House is determined to have no evening session, 
and | would ask that we now resolve “ourselves 
into the Committee of the Whole, and take up 
the Army bill. 

Mr. HALL. 
adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

‘The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Che House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Harris, of 


I move that the House do now 


‘Tennessee, in the chair.) 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I mowe to take up the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the Army appropriation 
bill. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read the first amendment of the Sen- 
ate, as follows: 

“Add after the paragraph, ‘For pay of the Army, 
81,814,759,’ the following proviso: * Provided, That the 
military store keepers of the Ordnance Departmentin Ore 
gon, California, and New Mexico, shall hereafter receive 
the same pay that is allowed by law to the military store 
keepers aud paymasters of that deparunent in the Auantic 
States.’ 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment, with the following amendment: 

‘*Substitute for the proviso, the following: Provided, 
Thatthe salary of the ei store-keepers of the Ordnance 
Department in Ore gon, Californi: 1, and New Mexico, shall 
hereafter be $1,250 per annum. 


Mr. PHELPS. The amendment as adopted 
by the Senate would give them $1,250 per an- 
num. At thearsenals of construction, they receive 
$1,250, at arsenals not of construction, but merely 
they receive $850. — In consequence of 
high prices of living there, the Committee on 
Ways and Means recommend the adoption of the 
amendment in lieu of the Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not know that! understood 
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Puevrs.] | 
think nathing can be plainer than the fact that the 
salaries ought to be higher there than here. I do 
not know how much higher they are rated, or 
whether they are fixed properly. ‘T think that we 
should give these officers a little more pay than 
we have been giving them, for they stand in need 
of it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. This is precisely what the 
committee have done. We do not change the 
amount of compensation, but we use a different 
phraseology. 

Mr. EVANS. I am glad the committee have 
done so, and they are entitled to great credit. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment proposed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. SWEE 4TSER. I want to know whether 
the amendments made by the Senate to this bill 
have been printed, so that we may know what we 
are acting upon. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
printed. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
rise. There is no quorum here. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move to take up the light- 
house bill. It is a bill which we can pass ina few 
hours. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I will agree to it if the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means 
desires it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr.SWEETSER. [| will withdraw my motion 
for the present. 

The question was then taken upon the Senate 
amendment as amended, and it was agreed to. 

The second amendment was then read, as fol- 
lows: 


of deposit, 


They have not been 


I move that the committee 


| * Por the remaining four companies of light artillery au- 

| thorized by the act of March 3d, 1847, $18,500: Provided, 
That the same be expended at the discretion, and by the 
direction of the President of the United States.” 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move that the committee 
rise, and upon that motion I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the commit- 
tee refused to rise. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to make a very 
short explanation ofthatamendment. It proposes 

| to authorize the President of the United States to 

| mount fourcompanies of artillery, should he deem 
it necessary to do so in any contingency which 
might arise. Itis carrying out the provision of the 
law of 1847, which has not been executed hereto- 
fore, and which it is now proposed to execute. 
The committee propose to agree in the Senate 
amendment. 

Mr. EVANS. Itso happens that the Committee 
on Ways and Means and myself are again on 
the same side, and therefore 1 have nothing more 
to say. 

Mr. STANLY. 
wrong. {Laughter.]} 

Mr. EVANS. Everybody sees that is left to 
the discretion of the next President. I do not want 
to go into a long argument, but I think I can give 
a good reason why it should be so. I willsay no 
more than that, having looked into this matter, I 
believe it is right. 

Mr. STANLY. I thought it was wrong be- 
cause he approved our conduct. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I want to know 
something more about this amendment, and 
whether there is some contingency upon which 
they are to be called out. 

Mr. PHELPS. We haveeight companies of fly- 
ing artillery and four regiments of artillery. There 
are forty-eight companies, eight of which are flying 
artillery. ‘They havetobe mounted. They were 
mounted not long since, but were subsequently 
dismounted, and we propose to remount them for 


Then [ am afraid we are 


the purpose of defending the frontier, if the Pres- | 


ident thinks necessary. 
The question was then taken upon the Senate 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 
The third amendment of the Senate was then 
| read, as follows: 
‘* For the defense of San Francisco, California, $500,000. 
“ For continuing the defenses at the following forts, viz : 
“ Florida.—Fort Jefferson, at Gardon Keys or ‘Tortugas 
Island, #100,000. 
*- Fort Taylor, Key West, $75,000. 
** Georgia.—Fort Pulaski, including barracks and quar- 
ters, $20,00 ). 
‘* South Carolina.—Fort Sumter, 
#110000. 
‘* Muryland.—Fort Carroll, 
harbor, 50,000. 
‘* Delaware.—Fort Delaware, Pea Patch Island, 
ware river, S150,000, 
‘© Maine.—Fort Knox, Penobscot river, $55,000. 
 Massachusetts.—Fort Warren, Boston harbor, $45,000. 
* Fort Winthrop, Governor’s Island, Boston, $29,573.”’ 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I have an amend- 
ment to propose in connection with that appropri- | 
ation for fortifications. 
mittee that I have been uniformly in favor of fin- 
ishing our fortifications, upon which we had ex- 
| pended a large amount of money and which only 
| required a little more to finish them. The fortifi- 
/ cation at Old Point, which is a fortification of the 
first class, is the key to the whole Chesapeake Bay, 
|and the rivers emptying into it. It is one upon 
which $2,300,000 have been expended. [tis in one 
sense completed, but the magazines there, so ne- 
cessary to the effici iency of a fortification, are ut- 
terly unfit for use. They are in such bad condi- 
tion that they have been abandoned. In addition 


Sollers’s Point, Baltimore 


Dela- 


to that, the wharf upon which every military store || 


is landed that is carried to Old Point, is, as I am 
informed by the engineer in charge, a perfect 
honey-comb, eaten out by the sea worm. In ad- 
dition to these items, there is a small part of the 
fortification itself not yet completed, aaa h under 
a former appropriation has been commenced. The 
foundation has been dug out. If there is no ap- 
propriation for carrying on that work, what has 
been done will have to be done over again. I wish 
to say emphatically this in reference to that forti- 
fication whi 
zines are in bad condition; the wharf is in a state 
of decay, and the whole amount which has been 
expended upon the works which are going on will 
be lost unless something is done. I beg leave to 


It is known to this com- | 
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| such is the recommendation of the C ommittee 
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ation of the most reliable character. | speak 
part from my own personal knowledge of this sy 
ject. I move to insert less than has been the es; 
mate of the engineer there for the objects indicat, i. 
I move to insert $75,000 for continuing wor 
Fortress Monroe. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. ORR. I propose to strike out the entire 
amendment. Do the Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. They do recommend anon- 
concurrence, 


Mr. ORR. 


Se a enang 


KS at 


I am very much gratified to hear 


on 


There is now incorporated jn 


| that amendment alone a regular fortification }; 


of Congress heretofore, in the passage of the o 


It is said by some voice that [ hear that this bil] jg 
the proper place for a provision to erect and main- 
tain fortifications. I suppose it came from the 


Whig side of the House. Ithas been the policy 


en- 


| eral appropriation bills of this country, to separate 


them. Why has that policy been departed from 
it has been simply for the reason that it wag no- 
torious that this House, upon ac ‘lean vote, would 
refuse to pass any fortification bill, and now there 
is incorporated in that amendment a propos tion 
to expend nearly $1,200,000 upon these works, 
and itis proposed that the House shall dispos of 
them in that shape, under the rule limiting debate 
to five minutes. I think that the bill without t 


| appropriation is large enough, in all conse ien e, IE 


this policy is to be pursued, there is no telling to 
what point it will be carried. Your aan bills— 


| your general appropriation bills, should | 


clear of these things. There should be nothing 
appended to them except in conformity to, and 
carry out the existing laws of the country. Whe 
you incorpore ute into a bill of this description ap. 


| propriations for fortifications amounting to over a 
| million of dollars, it is done with the hope that 


under the pressure of circumstances, and the little 


| time that is left, they will be forced upon this 


House, when it has determined at the last session 
and at preceding sessions that they would pass no 
more fortification bills. 

If | understood correctly, the position taken was 


| that fortifications commenced thirty, forty, or fifty 


Charleston harbor, wind and tide 


| er, by lashing lighters on her sides, « 


years ago, were not now properly adapted to the 
wants of the country; that the introduction of 
steam had rendered them almost ugeless, and that 
they might just as well be dismafitled and aban- 
doned. In former times a port and harbor was a 
matter of great consequence, because sailing ves- 
sels could only reach those points dependent on 
Now you can run steamers up 
within two or three miles of the coast, just as our 
troops were landed near Vera Cruz, and a steam- 
can pass any of 


| your fortifications in a few minutes, and go be- 


| yond the reach of your guns, 


The circumstances 
which surround the country are totally different 
from what they were when this system of fortifica- 
tions was originated. I think if this question was 
referred toa board of scientific engineers—to those 
men who @o not expect to benefit themselves by 


| the report which they have submitted to the House, 
I have no hesitation in ont heme the opinion that 


| nine tenths of them woulc 


say that these fortifica- 


| tions were utterly useless for purposes of national 
| defense, and ought to be abandoned. 





*h has cost $2,300,000: The maga- | 


(Here the hammer fe ll] 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I wish to inquire 
whether this is one amendment, or whether it is 
not competent for the committee to take a separate 
vote upon each clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that it is one amendment, but it will be competent 
to test any item by moving to strike it out. 

Mr. CABELL. I ask if it is not competent to 


| take a separate vote upon each clause? 


The CHAIRMAN. It is no doubt competent 
to do it in the way indicated by the Chair, by 
motions to strike out each item. But it is one 


| amendment from the Senate, and must be voted 
| upon as one amendment, 


Mr. CABELL. I! shall appeal from that de- 
cision of the Chair when the point properly arises. 


Mr. HOWARD. I do not intend to detain the 


committee more than afew minutes with anythi ng 


[ have to say in relation to this subject. | will 


| say first, in answer to the objection of the gentle- 


| man from South 


| say to the House that lam speaking from inform- || i 


Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] that there 
is no method of acting upon this subject at this 
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